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Saudis send 40 planes of relief to Iran 


NICOSIA fli) — s*wtt Arabia, km a* odd* wish Iran our in 
fludracsta&t Mamk potteks, has m the Ont a f 40 huge transport 
plana landed wtth earthquake rettefald to TdUna, the Saudi P*ra« Agency 
tSFA) said Monday. SPA said Ac firs of 40 C-L30 planes Iffled wttb 
medicine and other sappbes tad left for Inn. Jj »U King Fatod ordered the 
airlift rfler he acaf a rare name Saturday to Iranian President All Akbir 
Hasten) B *fc*tj n d cqnad^ nrniMwwff fyg- Ae quake victhns. Sr^l 
Arabia cot all apka dtr flea wttb baa fax 1988, one year after 400 mainly 

Ira nian pHgrtma were Ubd In dnbn b cOiuu Saudi security f or ces and 
Iraedao-lcd d t Boonatr a tora trying to bold poftrinri raflka In the Holy City of 
Mecca daring the animal p ilgrimage . Tehran has said tt would boycott the 
Hai, ache d o k d to start later this month, for the third straight year on km 
the kingdom tripled the somber of Iranians allowed boo the country under 
a quota system. 
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Alme brings U.N, 
offer fo Israel 

TEL AVIV (R) — A senior U.N. 
official on a visit to Israel and the 
occupied territories brought 
prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir a 
written offer from Secretary- 
General Javier Perez dc Cuellar 
to, help reduce tension in the 
Middle .'East, a government 
source said Monday. The source 
rod Perez de Cuellar had offered 
bis assistance in alleviating strain 
in the Middle East, implying in 
the shore message that he could 
serve as mediator between Israel 
and the Palestinians or Arab 
states. Shamir thanked U.N. en- 
voy Jcan-Oaude Ahne for the 
offer and said Israel's own initia- 
tive was targetted at reducing 
teasion in die region, the source 
said, 

Hrawi holds talks 
with Qatari' leader 

NICOSIA (R) — Qatari leader 
Sbdkh KhaSfa Ben Hamad Al 
Than met Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi Monday to review 
the latest developments in his 
wat-tom .country, the Qatari 
News Agency reported. It said 
the wo leaders discussed ways of 
solving tbe.ohts and called on all 
warring factions in Lebanon to 
cooperate in ending the 15-year- 
Nd civil war. Tbe agency said 
Lebanese Prime Minister Salim 
Al. Hoss and officials from both 
countries attended the talks 
winch also covered bilateral rela- 
tions. Hrawi arrived Sunday in 
Qatar, die second stop in iris tour 
on Guff coumries to seek finan- 
dal and political support for his 
gov e rnment and an ArabLeague- 
sponsared peace plan fox Leba- 

Irani denies role 
In RaJaVl murder 

NICOSIA (R) — - Iran on Mon- 
day denied it" was involved in the 
murder of an Iranian dissident 
leader m Switzerland and said a 
Swiss report impScaiing Tehran 
was irresponsible. A preliminary 
Swiss report released Friday said 
police tad evidence implicating 
“one or several "official Iranian 
services’" in the murder of Kazem 
R ajyri m ApriL Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Mortem Sar- 
maefi suggested the report was 
inspired by. the Iraq-based 
oppositioa group Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq, which is led by Rajavi's 
brother Massoud. 

Paklstan-lndla talks 
likely In mid-July 

E3LAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
has proposed to India that talks 
ondvfc ifeputed state of Kashmir 
be Mdmt&e Pakistani capital of 
Islamabad during the second 
of Joly, a Foreign Ministry 
official mi Monday. Tbe official 
confinned a local newspaper re- 
port that Foreign Secretary Tan- 
vir Ahmad Khan had telephoned 
his bdian counterpart to suggest 
they hold the tatlr* after the feast 
of sacrifice on July' 4. Pakistan 
now awaits India’s response, tbe 
repeat said. Pakistan proposed 
the meetmgon June 7 in an effort 
m mend relations after New De- 
lhi accused Islamabad of arming 
and training Muslim militants 
fighting for Kashmir’s independ- 
ence. PaJonan denies the charge. 

Kuwait asks Manila 
to find missing 
royal family members 

MANILA (R) — Kuwait Mon- 
day asked tbe Philippine foreign 
aflain office for help in finding 
turn members of the royal family 
who were reportedly kidnapped 
in Manila last July, diplomats 
said Kuwaiti Consular Director 
Jasmin B rahman met with Fore- 
ign Secretary Rani Mangjapos to 
request assistance is finding 
Sheikh Snimaw Al Sabah and his 
W-year-oM son, diplomats who 
attended die meeting told repor- 
ters. They said Salman is die 
nephew of Kuwaiti emir gjjexkb 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah. One 
of die diplomats, an ambassador 
who asked not to be named, said 
& local police i nv estigati on indi- 
cated the two Kuwakb were kid- 
napped and- an Arab group was 
possibly resporB&te, The dipio- 
suus radhsofinmoe die group. Tbe 
diplomats said 'Salman ™d las - 
son came to Manila taste a local 
feitMiealer^: Police refused to 
commaot awl no otber details on 
the case were available. 


Attack seen mostly directed at 
‘shortcomings * in economic policy 

National Bloc criticises 
cabinet’s performance 


By Abdullah Hmanti 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The National Bloc 
in the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Monday criticised the per- 
formance of the government erf 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran for 
failing to address the country's 
economic and social problems 
and called for the formation of a 
“national unity government." 

The bloc's spokesman. Salt De- 
puty Abdullah Ensour. told a 
press conference that the new era 
through which Jordan is passing 
“requires a national government 
that indudes all political trends.'* 
He read out a statement detailing 
Che bloc's view of what it se es as 
shortcomings on tbe part of the 
government. 

A senior government official 
declined comment on the political 
implications of the bloc’s state- 
ment, saying that such comment 
should come only after tbe state- 
ment was fully studied by the 
prime minister and cabinet. 
However, he said, h appears that 
the bloc's criticism was mainly 
directed at tbe government's eco- 
nomic policy and that the cabinet 
economic team would in time 
reply to the bloc's viewpoints os 
these issues. 

The statement of the bloc read 
by Ensour. head of the Financial 

(Continued on page 5) 


Following is a translated text of the staremcnr issued Monday by 
the National Bloc in Parliament: 


THE NATIONAL bloc realises 
the dangers and threats (hat Jordan 
faces, which are real and immi- 
nent. The bloc realises that the 
enemy (Israel) aims lu destabilise 
Jordan’s national security by all 
means. 

We believe that tbe enemy is 
very serious in its attcnlpts to 
create strategic, geographic and 
demographic changes in the region 
to enable it to settle hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish immigrants by 
ending Palestinian existence and 
expelling Palestinians (to the) East 
Bank. Evidence of this is plenty, 
including threats to Jordan made 
daily and the policy of new govern- 
ment of (Yitzhak) Shamir. 

Wc believe that Jordan’s inter- 
nal security and stability requires 
that all citizens be aware of the 
dimensions of the conspiracy and 
(realise) that tbe enemy is prepar- 
ing for military intervention by 
creating internal strife. This strife 
will only benefit tbe enemy. 

The security of the internal fro** 
does not only require awareness 
but it is also based on a strong 
internal front, the best use of 
resources, efficient public adminis- 
tration and solutions to people's 
problems. 

Thus the bloc recognises dial it is 
its duty to evaluate the govern- 
ment's performance after two par- 
liamentary sessions. Parliament 
had given confidence to the 
Cabinet based on its policy state- 


ment and not on its formation in 
accordance to the Constitution. 
Parliament gave confidence to the 
government to enable it to fulfil its 
promises and solve national prob- 
lems. That was the wav to avoid 
confrontation between the execu- 
tive and legislative branches. 

Now, after two Parliament ses- 
sions. we feel responsible to put to 
the people our opinion in tbe 
government. 

1) In the context of economy, we 
see that the government has not 
come up with a dearly defined 
policy yet. It only settled for 
addressing certain problems. 
There are no programmes except 
the two letters of intent signed with 
the Imernatiotial Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

In addition, unemployment is 
mounting and the problem is left to 
draunstances to solve it. Even tbe 
government's measures to stem 
foreign labour dissipated only a 
few days after its announcement. 
We have seen no prog ress towards 
establishing an employment and 
national development fund and no 
organised lobbying for securing 
employment for Jordanians 
abroad. 

2) In the area of supply, the gov- 
ernment has reneged on its pledge 
in Parliament not to lift subsidies 
without consultation with the 
legislature. This can be seen in the 

(Continued on page 3) 


Strong tremblers continue 
as Iran grapples disaster 


RUDBAR, Iran (Agencies) — A 
series of strong aftershocks rock- 
ed stricken northwest Iran during 
the night, sending survivors of an 
earthquake that killed as many as 
50,000 people fleeing in panic 
into open country, officials said 
Monday. 

The Tehran University geophy- 
sics center reported that 22 after- 
shocks, some as strong as 5.5 on 
the open-ended Richter scale, 
occurred in tbe devastated region 
over the last 24 hoars. 

Tbe tremors caused landslides 
that blocked roads, seriously 
hampering re s c ue and relief op- 
erations in (Han and Zanjan 
provinces, but no casualties were 
reported. 

The two provinces were tbe 
hardest hit in Thursday’s killer 
quake that registered between 7.3 
and 7.7 on tbe Richter scale and 
left up to a half-mil&on people 
homeless. 

One landslide blocked a 50- 
Irilomctrc stretch of road linking 
this ravaged town with the Cas- 
pian Sea coast, a crucial relief 


supply route. Relief convoys 
were snarled in traffic jams on 
other roads covered by boulders. 

But the official Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported that “non-stop rescue op- 
erations continue in all parts'* of 
the stricken region. 

Tbe geophysics centre early 
Sunday reported 60 aftershocks 
bad rattled the region since 
Thursday. 

It also reported a moderate 
earthquake measuring 4.9 on tbe 
Richter scale in southern Iran 
Sunday morning. But no casual- 
ties or damage were reported. 

Relief supplies are now pour- 
ing into Iran. Official hesitation 
about accepting outside help 
largely evaporated as tbe scale of 
tire disaster sank m. 

Rescuers are still struggling to 
reach remote villages in the 
quake zone. But in many places 
the hope has been abandoned of 
finding victims still alive in tbe 
ruins. 

Survivors and most work crews 
are evacuating ruined settle me ms 


after burying the dead in mass 
graves. Tbe rubble is sprayed 
with disinfectant and flattened 
with bulldozers. 

Harrowing tales of the disaster 
arc everywhere. 

Kazem Hosseini, a 19-year-old 
from Man j LI, told Reuters how 
four members of his family 
perished around him as he lay 
trapped for 16 hours in the mins 
of his home, including a bother 
pinned between his legs and a 
baby crying nearby. 

“My brother was under me, his 
shoulders and bead squeezed be- 
tween my legs," said Kazem, who 
is in a Tehran hospital with two 
broken arms and a broken leg. 

“He begged me to get off. I 
had a bole to breathe but could 
not move. Wc kept talking for 
about two hours. Then be stop- 
ped.” 

Tremors continued during the 
night as far apart as Rasht on the 
Caspian coast and the southwest- 
ern province of Cbahaimahal and 
Bakhtiyari. 


U.N. pursues 
Iran -Iraq 
mediation 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de CucQar will meet the foreign 
ministers of Iran and Iraq in 
Geneva next week as part of his 
efforts to restart stalled Gulf 
pease talks, a U.N. spokesman 
told Reuters Monday. 

No definite date tats been set 
and die U.N. spokesman could 
not say whether Perez de Cnellar 
would meet the two ministers 
jointly or separately. 

They will bo in Geneva for 
meetings of the U.N. Economic 
and Soda! Council. 

Perez de Cuellar fata had a 
number of separate meetings in 
the past year wrtfa Iran’s Ali 
Akbar Vdayati and Iraq's Tareq 
Ariz. But his Last joint encounter 
with them was in April last year, 
in Geneva. 

Iran’s President AH Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjam late last 
month suggested the UJ4. chief 
visit the Gulf region in an attempt' 
to revive efforts to transform an 
August 2988 Golf war ceasefire 
into a peace settlement, 

Iraq has agreed to the prop- 
osed trip but no date has yet been 
set 


Bush, Mandela differ 
over use of violence 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
President George Bush wel- 
comed Nelson Mandela to the 
White House Monday and urged 
him to renounce violence, but the 
block nationalist leader reserved 
the right to use any tactics neces- 
sary to’ end South Africa’s apar- 
theid system. 

“We must sec on all sides a 
dear commitment to change. A0 
parties must seize tbe opportunity 
to move ahoad in a spirit of 
compromise, tolerance, flexibility 
and patience... I call on all ele- 
ments in South African society to 
renounce the use of violence and 
armed struggle," Bush said in the 
White House rose garden. 

But Mandela, speaking without 
notes, countered that the tactics 
of his African National Congress 
(ANC) and other South African 
blacks would be determined by 
the attitude on his country’s white 
minority government. 

“When a government decides 
to ban political organisations of 
tbe oppressed, intensifies oppres- 
sion and does not allow any poli- 
tical activity no matter how 
peaceful and non-violent, then die 
people have no alternative but to 
resort to violence,” Mandela 


said. 

Mandela, who was released 
from jail in February after more 
than 27 years, said Bush had not 
been property briefed on tbe role 
of violence in the struggle against 
apartheid. 

But be said there would be no 
need to use violence as long as 
the government of President 
F.W. de Klerk remained commit- 
ted to dismantling apartheid. 

The differing viewpoints on 

armed resistance were illustrated 

starkly by Mandela's wife, Win- 
nie, who said Sunday night that 
Pretoria was ready to deal only 
because of the black South Afri- 
cans' willingness to take up arms. 

“Were ft not for the military 
wing of the ANC, Pretoria would 

never have agreed to be talking to 

us today," tiie said. 

The Mack nationalist leader, 
who came here after tumultuous 
welcomes in New York and Bos- 
ton, said he would ask Bush to 
maintain U.S. economic sanc- 
tions and other pressure on Pre- 
toria. 

"It is because of sanctions that 
such enormous progress has been 
iwadfc in the attempt to address 
the problems of our country." 


Jordan receives $100m as first 
instalment of Saudi assistance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
received $100 million from 
Saudi Arabia as the first instal- 
ment of Riyadh's financial 
assistance to Jordan for this 
year. Finance Minister Basel 
Jardaneh announced Monday. 

In a statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 
Jardaneh said the Saudi assist- 
ance came in line with tbe 
resolutions adopted by tbe 
Arab summit held in Baghdad 
last month. 

The minister expressed Jor- 
dan’s appreciation of King 
Fahd and the government of 
Saudi Arabia for extending 
assistance to Jordan to help it 
overcome its present economic 


difficulties. 

The Saudi aid raises to S265 
million the total amount that 
Jordan has received in Arab 
financial assistance this year. 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) gave $60 million, 
Kuwait sent S5S million — S25 
million in cash and S3G million 
in oil products — and pledged 
another $50 million in cash and 
$30 million in oil. Iraq gave $25 
million and pledged another 
$25 million, Qatar provided 
CO million and Oman gave $5 
million. 

In bis statement issued Mon- 
day. Jardaneh did not give any 
figure for the total assistance 
expected from Saudi Arabia 


this year. 

Contained by tbe Jordan 
Times, Central Bank Gov- 
ernor Mohammad Saeed Al 
Nabulsi also did not give any 
specific figure, but said Jordan 
expects to receive further 
assistance from Saudi Arabia, 
the principal donor of aid to 
Jordan. 

A senior official said last 
week that Jordan expects to 
receive “a little bit over $500 
million” in Arab assistance 
during 1990. 

The fiscal budget for tbe 
year envisages $360 million in 
Arab aid. 

Addressing tbe Baghdad 
summit last month. His Majes- 


ty King Hussein delivered a 
strong warning to Arab coun- 
tries that Jordan on its own was 
no longer able to maintain its 
defensive capabilities in the 
face of Israeli threats, which, 
he said, were not confined to 
Jordan alone but extended to 
the entire Arab World. 

The final communique of the 
summit reflected the Arab 
leaders’ realisation of the situa- 
tion, according to Jordanian 
officials. The communique said 
Arab countries would extend 
assistance to Jordan bur did 
nor specify any amount, leav- 
ing it to bilateral arrangements 
between the Kingdom and the 
donors. 


Arab 

ministers 

to meet 

tomorrow 

atPLO 

request 

TUNIS (Agencies) — Arab 
foreign ministers will meet 
in Tunis Wednesday at the 
request of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO), an Arab League 
spokesman said Monday. 

The meeting, called at 
short notice last Saturday, 
will discuss Israeli repres- 
sion in the occupied terri- 
tories and tbe U.S. decision 
to break off talks with the 
PLO, he said. 

Some Arab countries had 
suggested postponing the 
meeting until die feast of 
Eid AJ Adha next week but 
the PLO wanted it to go 
ahead as soon as possible, 
diplomats said. 

Arab states have widely 
condemned rite U.S. deci- 
sion last Wednesday and 
have asked Washington to 
think again. 

PLO commitment 


A PLO leader said in 
remarks quoted Monday 
that the organisation was 
more attached than ever to 
a peace initiative it laun- 
ched in 1988. 

"The PLO is more com- 
mitted to its initiative than 
at any time in the pest,” 
Salah Khalaf, second man 
in Fateh after Yasser Ara- 
fat, told the Amman daily 
Al Dustour Monday. 

"The PLO will continue 
to intensify contacts with 
West European countries, 
tbe Soviet Union and coun- 
tries of the (U.N.) Security 
Council to get support for 
its initiative and active 
movement to achieve it," 
Khalaf tad 

The PLO announced its 
peace strategy in November 
1988 when the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) 
proclaimed an independent 
Palestinian state to be set 
up in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip . 

Arafat publicly recog- 
nised Israel and renounced 
terrorism tbe following 
month, prompting tbe Un- 
ited States to open a res- 
tricted dialogue with tbe 
PLO. 

Washington suspended 
the dialogue last Wednes- 
day because the PLO did 
not condemn a May 30 sea 
raid on the Israeli coast by 
one of its member factions, 
the Palestine Liberation 
Front. 


Bonn grants DM 30m in soft loan, 
clears use of earlier DM 25 m credit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
secured a soft loan worth 30 
million marks (DM) from West 
Germany and an agreement 
from Bonn to use an earlier 
loan of DM 25 million to cover 
tbe cost of implementing the 
second phase of an irrigation 
project in the Jordan Valley. 

The two agreements were 
contained in minutes signed by 
officials from both sides fol- 
lowing a meeting here which 
reviewed West German finan- 
cial and technical assistance to 
Jordan. 

The fresh loan is for 30 


years, including a 10-year 
gra c e period, and carries two 
per cent interest, a cc or ding to 
officials. 

Tbe minutes were signed by 
Planning Minister Khaled 
Amin AbdnBafa and West Ger- 
man Economic Cooperation 
Ministry Director Winfried 
Fuchs. 

The agreements also provide 
for the utilisation of differ- 
ences m interest on earlier 
West German loan to Jordan, 
die Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, arid. Tbe amount, esti- 
mated at JD 7 milli on over the 


next three years, would be 
used to implement the prog- 
rammes of the fond for de- 
velopment and employment. 

According to the minutes, 
DM 1.1 mini on originally allo- 
cated to the Zarqa River Basin 
project can now be diverted to 
other projects of tbe Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation. 

Amman and Bonn also 
agreed to study possibilities of 
including three other projects 
with a total cost of DM 5.5 in 
the general West German tech- 
nical assistance programme for 
Jordan. 


Palestinian girl shot dead 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An eight-year-old 
Palestinian girl died in hospital in 
Jerusalem Monday, two days af- 
ter she was shot by Israeli sakhers 
in the o c c up ied West Bank. 

Mafcasaed hospital staff said 
Zabiyeb Abdul Karim Masimi, 
from Tulkarm refugee camp, died 
of a gunshot wound to die bead. 
Pale s tinia n s said she was shot 
when aokhere dashed with stooc- 
throwexs Saturday. 

Military officials confirmed the 
death and said a commander shot 
tbe girl “acodendy" when she 
left her house during clashes be- 
tween troops and Palestinians. 

The officer had been hit by a 
stone and tried to fire at a demon- 
strator who threw the rock, they 
said. 

The army imposed a curfew on 
the camp to prevent residents 


against the girl’s 

death. 

Earlier, die army said they had 
no record of anyone being 
wounded in the Tulkarm area on 
that day but said they would 
(fed the report. 

A Tulkarm hospital official 
said Masimi was sent to the 
better-equipped Makassed hos- 
pital because her injury was so 
severe. 

The army, under harsh critic- 
ism from Israeli and Palestinian 
human rights groups, has been 
accused of systematically brutalis- 
ing children. 

The Israeli Centre for Human 
Rights in the occupied territories 
said 154 Palestinian children 
under the age of 16 had been 
killed by Israelis since foe out- 
break of the Palestinian uprising 
in December 1987. 


Israeli police fired tear-gas to 
disperse 200 Jewish residents in 
Arab Jerusalem who stoned 
Palestinian cars Sunday, Israel 
Radio said. 

Tbe residents of Neve Yaacov. 
a Jewish neighbourhood sur- 
rounded by Arab villages in Arab 
Jerusalem, were protesting 
against the wounding of an Israeli 
girl by stone-throwers Saturday 
night. 

After a tense week in which 
police shot dead two Arabs in 
east Jerusalem, patrols in the city 
were increased. 

On Sunday, police lifted a rare 
three-day curfew on trouble spots 
m Arab Jerusalem, but police 
chief Yaacov Turner warned that 
more Palestinians could be killed 
if the violent demonstrations did 
not cease. 


Shamir sends ‘reassuring’ 
message to Soviet leader 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prune Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, in what be himself de- 
scribes as an unusual letter, has 
personally appealed to Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev not 
to cut off the flow of Soviet 
Jewish immigrants to Israel. 

In the letter, a text of which 
was made available to Reuters by 
authoritative sources Monday, 
Shamir also personally assured 
Gorbachev that Israel does not 
have a policy of “directing” 
Soviet Jews to the occupied Arab 
territories and only a handful of 
emigrants had actually settled 
there. 

Gorbachev, in his summit with 
President George Bush in 
Washington earlier this month, 
raised the prospects of cutting off 
Jerwxsh emigration to Israel if the 
immigrants were settled in foe 
occupied territories. 

Arab complaints that Jewish 
immigrants could be used to over- 
whelm Palestinian inhabitants in 
foe occupied territories, Shamir 
contended in his letter, were a 
smokescreen for Arab objections 
to any Jewish emigration tc 
IsraeL 

Shamir, in the letter dated May 
29, began by saying, “I take the 
liberty of an unusual measure in 
writing you concerning the Jews 
of the Soviet Union and their 
emigration to Israel...** 

He praised the Soviet Union 
“under your leadership (Gor- 
bachev’s) for the opening of gates 
for the Jews who yearn for their 


‘historic homeland’.*' 

Shamir added, “we know that 
‘certain pressures are exerted 
upon the Soviet Union in this 
issue, and I take the liberty to use 
tbe word — which is not usual in 
diplomatic procedure — on foe 
part of Arab countries and orga- 
nisations. 

“The argument for this is that 
Jews coming to our country from 
the Soviet Union settle in part in 
‘Judea, Samaria* and foe Gaza 
Strip. 

“May I bring to your attention, 
in foe most sincere and official 
way. that tbe campaign initiated 
by the Arabs does not concern 
settlement in those 'territories’ 
but Jewish immigration to Israel 
as a whole and the very existence 
of the stare of Israel." 

He added that Israel did not 
have a policy to send immigrants 
to the territories and that foe 
percentage of Soviet Jews going 
there was “ minimal .” 

But he added that Israel be- 
lieved Jews could settle in Jeru- 
salem and there was no place in 
the city where Jews could be 
forbidden to live. 

Sources said Shamir's letter 
was given to Soviet officials 
twice, first by Israel’s chief repre- 
sentative Si Moscow two weeks ago 
and last Monday by Edgar Bronf- 
man, foe president of the World 
Jewish Congress (WJC), in a 
meeting with the Soviet ambassa- 
dor to Washington. 

A WJC spokesman declined 
comment on the letter or its 


contents. 

Shamir denied Monday that 
Israel had bowed to pressure 
from Moscow and Washington 
when it promised not to settle 
Soviet Jewish immigrants in occu- 
pied territories. 

“We didn’t surrender to any 
pressure. . We only gave a re- 
sponse to all those accusations 
that we are bringing immigrants 
to settle in (tbe West Bank) and 
Gaza,’’ he told reporters. 

Housing Minister Ariel Shar- 
on, a leading supporter of Jewish 
settlement in the occupied terri- 
tories, made the surprise 
announcement Sunday. 

Shamir confirmed that he sent 
a letter two weeks ago reassuring 
Gorbachev. 

Shamir also dispatched a mes- 
sage to the European Community 
(EC) summit in Dublin saying his 
new right-wing government wants 
to pursue the Middle East peace 
process, said spokesman Avi Paz- 
ner. 

Tbe assurances seemed to sig- 
nal a new diplomatic offensive at 
a time when Israel has become 
increasingly isolated over its re- 
fusal to accept U.S. proposals for 
peace talks or to give solid 
guarantees on tbe settlement of 
immigrants. 

The aide said Shamir wrote to 
the leaders of 33 EC states last 
week assuring them the govern- 
ment would absorb Soviet Jewish 
immigrants in ways that “will not 
prejudice the position of any 
other inhabitants." 
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Riyadh launches major relief 


operation for Iranian earthquake 


RIYADH (AP) — In the name of Islam, Saudi 
Arabia launched Sunday a major relief operation for 
the Iran earthquake victims whose rulers it has often 
accused of terrorism and subversion. 


The Defence Ministry was pre- 
paring its U.S.-supplied giant C- 
130 Hercules plane for an air 
bridge of medicine, food and 
tents, official sources said. 

The first plane was to leave 
Monday at the latest and would 
be the first Saudi aircraft to land 
in Iran since April 1988 when the 
kingdom ruptured its ties with 
Tehran amid a bitter propaganda 
war. 

Interior Minister Prince Nayef 
Ibn Abdul -Aziz, on an inspection 
tour of Mecca for the pilgrimage, 
declared “the kingdom's assist- 
ance to Iran will be of weight.” 

“This is a catastrophe that has 
befallen an Islamic country and a 
Muslim nation, and assistance is a 
humanitarian dictate of our Isla- 
mic faith," be said. 

He said it was “a privilege" for 
the kingdom to be able to rush 
such assistance and urged for 
personal donations, declaring 
“every one is required to stand by 


Iran to help it overcome this 
disaster.” 

He was specifically asked how 
the assistance could reach Iran in 
view of the rupture of ties, and he 
said it was being arranged 
through “contacts” and that the 
kingdom would be taking care of 
it all. 

He did not say whether the 
contacts had been direct or 
through third parties like Oman 
which has been leading mediation 
bids by the rest of the Gulf Arab 
conservative states to heal the rift 
between the two giant Islamic 
nations, who however predomi- 
nantly belong to different Islamic 
sects of Sunni and Shi'ite. 

It was significant that Prince 
Nayef was making his statements 
from Mecca and during the pil- 
grimage season. The bent of the 
Iranian pilgrimage contingent for 
political demonstrations during 
the annual religious rites had 
been the direct cause for Riyadh's 


rupture of the ties. In the pilgrim- 
age of 1987, the demonstrations 
led to clashes with the Saudi 
police and the death of 402 pil- 
grims. 

With the news of die disaster 
hitting Iran, the leaders of the 
other Gulf Arab neighbours, in- 
cluding Iraq which waged an 
eight-year bloody war with Iran, 
had immediately issued state- 
ments of sympathy and support. 

These countries, like Kuwait 
and the United Arab Emirates, 
have been improving their ties 
with Iran once the Gulf war was 
baited in August 1988, and any 
remaining political sensitivities 
with the Iranians have been cast 
aside with the earthquake dis- 
aster. 

The UAE allowed its Red 
Crescent to immediately start col- 
lecting fin an dal and material 
donations which Iran Air would 
be shipping free of charge across 
the Gulf waters. 

In Kuwait, a military plane left 
Sunday for Iran with a million 
dollars of relief aid and a medical 
mission at the orders of the crown 
prince. Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad 
A1 Sabah. It was announced as a 


first load while Kuwait's state-run 
television appealed for blood 
donations to be included in fol- 
lowing airlifts.* 


Saudi Arabia had cocne last in 
the region with its government 
statement of “deep sorrow” 
issued late Friday, offering to 
help "the sons of the Iranian 
Muslim nation.'' 


But in what may have been a 
followup to an Iranian response, 
King Fahd sent a message of 
condolences to Iranian President 
Haeshenn Rafsanjani,, and it was 
broadcast as urgent item by the 
state-run media. 

It was the first direct contact of 
the Saudi monarch with die Ira- 
nian leader who took over after 
the June 1989 demise of Ayatol- 
lah Rubollah Khomeini. 


Within hours of the king’s mes- 
sage, the Saudi-based 46-member 
Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference, umbrella for the world's 
estimated billion Muslims, issued 
an ‘’urgent appeal to the interna- 
tional community and especially 
Islamic countries and organisa- 
tions to hasten with emergency 
aid for the Iranians ...” 


Quake highlights rift in Iran’s 


leadership over ties with West 


TAHRAN (R) — The Earth- 
quake which killed up to 50,000 
people in Iran Last week has 
highlighted the rift in Iran's Isla- 
mic leadership over relations with 
the West. 

As bulldozers clear the rubble 
of thousands of flattened houses, 
radical Islamic fundamentalists 
and moderates have brought their 
differences into the open over 
how Iran's relations with the Un- 
ited States should develop. 

The United States — “the 
great Satan” to the fundamental- 
ists — is among dozens of coun- 
tries which have sent or offered to 
supply emergency relief help to 
Iran. 

The English-language Tehran 
Times, which is dose to President 
Ali Akbar Rafsanjani, said in an 
editorial Monday that the Iranian 
government should welcome all 
international aid. 

It said government relief work 
had not been able to cope with 
the disaster which has made half a 
million people homeless. 

But the hardline Jomhuri Esla- 
mi launched a scathing attack on 
foe United States, accusing it of 
responsiblity for the quake, and 
demanded that American aid 
should be rejected. 

“Our people, even under the 
nibble, chant ‘death to America' 
and pray to almighty God to cut 


off the U.S. hand... even those 
hands stretched to help,” the 
daily said in an editorial. 

“If America, instead of 
plundering Iran's oil and other 
resources during its quarter- 
century of forced domination 
over Iran bad left small portions 
of the national wealth to the 
Iranians, the money would have 
been spent on urban develop- 
ment projects and advanced con- 
struction systems," it added. 

A U.S. plane carrying aid ar- 
rived in Tehran early Monday, 
and American aid workers said 
they had not been allowed to 
accompany the relief supplies 
they had brought to the quake 
zone, about 200 kilometres north- 
west of the Iranian capital. 

“We very much had hoped to 
get to the earthquake zone and at 
Gist we received permission to. 
get but then we were told that 
unfortunately no doctors were 
allowed to go. We would like to 
have seen what happened to the 
supplies,” said U.S. aid worker 
Ten Tamowski. 

The plane carrying supplies 
from the Americare Agency was 
one of the first U.S. planes to 
land in Iran since relations were 
cut in 1980, a year after the fall of 
the pro-U.S. shah. 

Several U.S. planes brought 
military spare parts to Iran when 


Washington secretly sold 
weapons to Iran in exchange for 
freedom of three American hos- 
tages in Lebanon in 1985 and 
1986. 

Americans have hoped the 
death of Ayatollah Rubollah 
Khomeini a year ago would pre- 
sage a thaw in relations. 

Rafsanjani, who took office 
last August, has called for norma- 
lising Iran's relation with the out- 
side world. But be is faring resist- 
ance from hardline supporters of 
Khomeini's anti-Western policy. 

The American plane was only 
on the ground at Tehran's Mehra- 
bad Airport for about 90 minutes 
before leaving again. 

After initial confiistion, some 
foreign doctors have been 
allowed to travel to the earth- 
quake zone to treat some of the 
tens of thousands of victims and 
to search for possible survivors. 

First Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ali Mohammad Besharati said 
Monday that all foreign aid was 
welcome, except from Israel and 
South Africa, which Tehran re- 
fers to as “the illegal Zionist 
regime” and "the apartheid reg- 
ime." He did not mention U.S. 
aid. 

Iranians interviewed in the ear- 
thquake zone have been delight- 
ed when told the United States 
has offered aid to Iran. 


Iraqi 
minister 
flies to 


Turkey 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Agricul- 
ture Minister Abdnl Wahab 
Mahmoud flew to Istanbul Mon- 
day for talks with Turkish and 
Syrian officials on a dispute over 
sharing the waters of the Eup- 
hrates River. 


Iraqi officials said the three- 
day ministerial meeting, winch 
begins Tuesday, will seek to de- 
fuse a growing crisis between 
Turkey and its southern Arab 
neighbours, whose economies de- 
pend heavily on the availability of 
Euphrates water. 


The crisis has been simmering 
since January when Turkey 
blocked much of the Euphrates 
flow for a month to fill the 
reservoir of the giant Atatnrk 
Dam ia southeastern Anatolia 
province. 


The move underlined Ankara’s 
control of the ( 2 , 330 -kilometres- 
long) river which originates in the 
mountains of eastern Turkey and 
flows through Syria and Iraq be- 
fore joining the Tigris River to 
run into the Gulf. Iraq and Syria 
protested bitterly against the cut- 
off. 


Algeria calls for European-Mediterranean dialogue 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria called 
Monday for a European- 
Mediterraoettn dialogue to help 
solve regional conflicts and eco- 
nomic crises in poorer Mediterra- 
nean states. 

Foreign Minister Sid Ahmad 
Ghozali opened a foreign minis- 
ters’ meeting of 10 Non-Aligned 
Mediterranean states and the > 
Palestine Liberation Organisa-^ 
tion (FLO) by saying they did not 
want to be left behind by changes 
now sweeping -Europe. 

“We have legitimate aspira- 
tions to benefit from the (interna- 
tional dimate of) relaxation and 
disarmament and security and 
cooperation in Europe so their 
positive effects include the 
Mediterranean region,” he said. 

A draft declaration obtained by 
Renters call for participation by 


Non-Aligned - Mediterranean 
states in taffre on Mediterranean 
security by the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE). 

'The document also calls for 
stepped up European Commun- 
ity: financial aid for developing 
dates around the Mediterranean 
basin and for a separate confer- 
ence proposed by Italy and Spain 
on Mediterranean security and 
cooperation. 

Morocco, Tunisia, Syria, 
Egypt, Libya, Libanon, Malta, 
Cyprus, Yugoslavia, Algeria and 
the PLO met in Malta in 1984 and 
in Yugoslavia in 1987, where they 
approved a framework for re- 
gional economic cooperation. 

“We are firmly committed to 
working for the creation of a 
dialogue so the regional move- 


ment can participate in helping to 
solve peacefully tbe.cohflicts that 
still exist in the Mediterranean 
region,” said Ghozali. 

He cited conflicts in Lebanon, 
Cyprus and the Middle East, 
where Arab-Isracli tension has 
been heightened by the appoint- 
ment of a right-wing Israeli gov- 
ernment and Washington’s deci- 
sion to suspend an 18-month-old 
dialogue with the FLO. - 

“The decision to suspend dia- 
logue between the American 
administration and the FLO rep- 
resents a blatant encouragement 
to Israeli stubbornness (in the 
Middle East peace process)," 
Ghozali said. 

A draft political declaration 

also seen by Reuters condemns 
the immigr ation of Soviet Jews to 
Israel, seen as a threat to Palesti-. 


man aspirations for their own 
"state, and supports die Palesti- 
nian uprising in the Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

The document supports an 
Arab tripartite committee trying 
to end Lebanon’s 15-year-old 
dv3 war and peace ta lk s between 
the Greek and Turkish communi- 
ties in Cyprus. 
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Ghozali called for_ ' “substan- 
tial” European financial support 
to developing Mediterranean 
states and supported tbeideaofa 
Euro-Mediterranean bank- ■ 

. “There cao be no permanent 
stability in the region without a 
reduction of the differences, in the 
levels of development and crea- 
tion of an economic dialogue 
'helping to gu arantee the common 
interest.*' he added. 












Sudan frees without trial 


4 leaders of aborted coup 


KHARTOUM (AP) — . The 
military government was re- 
ported Monday to have released 
without trial four leaders of an 
alleged coup attempt foiled last 
March 15. 

The state-owned newspaper A1 
Injaz A1 Watani said in an unattri- 
buted story that the freed men 
included three former senior offi- 
cials. 

It gave no explanation for the 
release and there was no com- 
ment from the government. 

Several dozen Sudaneze were 
arrested following the alleged 
coup-attempt in March but were 
not prosecuted. In April, the. 
government claimed it had 
aborted a second coup related to 
the March attempt. 

The alleged perpetrators of the 
second a ttempt were dealt with 
immediately and severely. Milit- 
ary authorities executed by -firing 
squad 28 active or retired army 
officers after a summary court- 


martial. Sixteen army office r s re- 
ceived prison terms up to life and 
another 13 senior officers were 
cashiered. 


The newspaper identified the 
released men as retired Gen. 
Mabdi Babo Nimir, a former 
chief of staff; retired Maj.-Gen. 
Fadlalla Biuma Nasser, a former 
minis ter of stale for defence; and 
Abdul Rasoul A1 Nour, governor 
of the western Kordofen region. 


The .fourth was identified as 
Al-Tayeb Mohammad A1 Tayeb 
but his occupation was not given. 

The four are members of the 
now-dissolved Umma Party, 
whose leader is former Prime 
Minister Sadek A! Mahdi. 


Lt.-Gen. Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir overthrew Mahdi Last June 
30 in a" military coup. 

The newspaper (fid not say 
whether other people remained 
in custody in connection wit the 
March coup attempt. 


Israeli speaker refuses 


to host German counterparts 


TEL AVIV (R) — The speakers 
of the East and West German 
parliaments arrived in Israel on 
an historic joint trip abroad Mon- 
day but their Israeli counteqiait, 
a survivor of the Nazi holocaust, 
refused, to host them. 

Officials welcomed the three- 
day visit but there were signs of 
concern that a united Germany 
would pose a renewed threat to 
Jewish survival. 

The trip by speakers Rita 
Suessmuth of West Germany and 
Sabine Bcrgmann-Pohl of East 
Germany was seen as a milestone 
along the road to German uni- 
fication with special significance 
for the Jewish state. 

“The fact they chore Israel is a 
very nice gesture. It’s a visit of 


good will towards Israel and the 
Jewish people,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Motti Amichai said. 

Israeli Speaker Dov Sbilansky, 
66, declined to host the joint visit 
but planned to meet the guests 
' privately for 45 minutes Tuesday. 

Shilansky, a Lithuanian-born 
survivor of Dachau concentration 
camp, was “simply on a day off”, 
said Yair Amikam, information 
chief at the Knesset, Israel’s par- 
liament. 

But political sources said Shi- 
lansky called it a holiday rather 
than a boycott to avoid harming 
German-Israeli relations. 

Deputy Speaker Dan Tfchon, 
53, was acting as host for the 
visitors who will meet Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 


Saudi prince urges 
sanctions against U.S. 


»-»* ■ 


ORLANDO, Florida (R) — 
Saudi Prince Turiri Ibn Abdul 
Aziz Al Sand has urged Arab 
countries to impose economic 
sanctions against the United 
States to punish it for suspending 
an 18-month dialogue with the 
PLO. . 

The prince, a brother of Saudi 
Monarch King Fahd and a former 
deputy defence minister, said his 
nation would impose sanctions if 
the United States did not resume 
talks with the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO).. 

“If tiie American adritinisfra- / 
tint does not hurry up "and cor- 
rect this, I would call on all Arab . 
nations to do something like 
this,” he told reporters through 
an interpreter! - 

. He was in Orlando to attend a~ 
meeting of the Council for- 'the 
National Interest and 7 the- Amer- 
ican Educational .. Trust, two 
groups which support Pales tinian 
self-determination. 

The prince told rep o rters that a 
collective Arab decision would be 
made about the type of sanctions . 
to impose if it became dear that 
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punish its perpetrators. : 

In a cable message 1 sent to the 
Orlando meeting, Arafat called . 
tfae disruption of talks “an unwise 
and irresponsible dicision” ■ that 4 ^ & 
encouraged Israel to continue its -■£?} 
occupation of West Bank and ' 
Gaza Strip. - .. * . _. . .' 

“This suspension also serves 
the interest of those who oppose 
a just peace process in the area i 
and encourages .them to . commit . f . 
further' crimes rand. -aggression > 
against our people,” smrfArafaL 
The prince, who^dso chairsan • 
organisation offe ri ng educational 
grants to Arab students, criticised 
the Bush administration for back- . v - 
ing put of its role as a “credible ", 

: arbitrator” in . the Middle . East ; 
■peace, process..- 

■■ - When asked if Saudi Arabia 
‘might reminder some of its mar- 
kersharetopfopupstidihgvkuid 
ofl prices, he said the kingdom 
would comply with whatever re* 
commendations result from .an 
0PEG- meetin g scheduled next 




month _ 


SarKfi^Arabia is the biggest' 
ahgje producer with the 13- 


President George Bush would not ' J member Organisation of Pet- 


reconsider the decision^ - - rofeum 

The United States ended -the 
dialogue with the PLO Wednes- 
day after FLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat failed to meet tLSL de- 
mands to-- •condemn. • «- fofled,^da^tx> 
Palestinian sea raid pin Israel and " me&bers, 


Countries 
(OPEC) and has a production 
quata <rfnea^^.4milHonbairels 
per day. Sinoe Jainiary , oD prices 
havp falter hy about 30;percent 
"t\by «pPEC 


Ethiopian rebels call on 


president to step down 


Iranian quake reduces farming town to pile of rocks 


MANJTL, Iran (Agencies) — 
From a distance, this village Sun- 
day looked like just another pile 
of rocks found on any hillside in 
northern Iran. 

Thursday’s earthquake left 
hardly a building standing and 
killed many of its 2.000 people, 
who are mainly formers. 

Army bulldozers were digging 
communal graves in a nearby 
field, then soldiers filled them 
with hundreds of bodies and hur- 
riedly shovelled in the soil amid 
an overpowering stench. 

“We had to do that by hand 
and not use the bulldozers,” said 
an army sergeant. “Human 
beings are buried here.” 

He described the graves as too 
shallow “because we did not ex- 
pect so many bodies.” 

A few survivors from the town 
assembled around the groves, 
many of them wailing in grief for 
their relatives and friends. 

Manjil is an agricultural and 
fishing town on the banks of an 
artificial lake, 200 kilometres' 


northwest of Tehran. Western 
news photographers visited it 
Sunday. 

The scene is reminiscent of old 
photographs of the devastation 
from World War II. Only occa- 
sional telephone poles and bits of 
some buildings were left 
standing. 

A large wall portrait of late 
revolutionary patriarch Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, half of his 
face reduced to rubble, loomed 
above the remains of a house. 

Similar scenes of devastation 
and tales of grief were reported 
throughout the afflicted region. 

Kazem Hosseini's brother died 
pinned between his legs. His baby 
nephew perished within earshot. 

“I thought so many times I was 
going to ifie. I could see death,” 
the 19-year-old survivor of the 
earhquake told Reuters in a 
Tehran hospital Monday. 

Kazem and nine of his family 
were trapped in their collapsing 
home as they tried to flee the 
shock early Thursday morning. 


Rescuers reached them 16 hours 
later. 

Six were alive. Four were dead. 

“My brother was under me, bis 
shoulders and head squeezed be- 
tween my legs,” said Kazem, who 
suffered two broken arms and a 
broken leg. 

“He begged me to get off. I 
had a hole to breathe but could 
not move. 

“We kept talking for about two 
hours. Then he stopped.” 

Kazem’s family lived in the 
lakeside town of Manjil. 

No one has been found alive 
since Saturday. Rescue workers 
have starred levelling the wreck- 
age with bulldozers. 

“We all felt the shock and 
started running away. But before 
we could get out the house fell on 
us,” Kazem recalled. 

“I could hear my sister’s baby 
crying. I listened to the baby for 
an hour, and then the crying 
stopped.” 

“I could talk and shout with my 
sister and her husband across the 


heaps of masomy. But it was all 
so dark. I could not see any- 
thing.” 

The baby was dead when Res- 
cuers dag the family out. So were 
Kazem’s brother, father and 
grandfather. 

Iranian resene workers 
appeared to have given lip hope 
Sunday of finding anymore survi- 
vors. 

But outlying villages in this 
mountainous region 200 
kilometres northwest of Tehran 
remained cut off from rescue 
workers and peasants were still 
clawing at the nibble of their own 
homes. 

Rescuers said survivors had 
been dug out alive Saturday but 
that none have been found since. 
Temperatures above 90 degrees 
Fahrenheit (33 degrees Centig- 
rade) made the task of burying 
victims very urgent, they added. 

An Iranian woman, dressed in 
the full-length black chador re- 
quired in Iran’s hardline Muslim 
society, wailed and pounded the 


ground with her fists as she knelt 
at her son's grave, marked only 
by one of several thousand con- 
crete blocks dotting a makeshift 
cemetery. 

About 90 per cent of the town's 
buildings have collapsed like 
packs of cards. The picture was 
identical in dozens of other vil- 
lages and towns during a helicop- 
ter journey Sunday around the 
region. 

The final death toll could re- 
main a mystery because the num- 
ber of dead was so high that 
rescuers were forced to bury vic- 
tims en masse. Estimates of the 
number of dead in Manjil varied 
between 5,000 and 35,000. 

“It's impossible to say how 
manay people died here, but just 
look at the place. Most people 
were asleep when it happened 
and that's why so many children 
are dead,” said primary school 
teacher Raj Behnia, standing in 
the ruins of bis home. 

Manjil's residents have been 
moved into hundreds of Iranian 


Red Crescent tents but they 
rushed out into die streets again 
Sunday when a violent aftershock 
to Thursday’s main quake rum- 
bled through the town. 

Reporters were also flown to 
die tiny hillside hamlet of Kurd- 
molki: It no longer exists. 

Flimsy wood and day houses 
have slid down the hill or simply 
toppled over. Residents said 75 
out of 225 inhabitants were 
killed. 

Two or three people were sear- 
ching through rubble Sunday, 
trying to recover possessions. A 
dented sewing machine, carpets 
and a battered oven were [filed 
next to the ruin of one house as 
their owners sat beside them, still 
dared and not knowing what to 
do nearly four days after the 
quake. 

Kolbar Cbcgane, 20, was 
buried under her house with her 
four children when the earth- 
quake struck and was pulled out 
after three hours by residents of a 
nearby village. 


NAIROBI (AP) — Tigrayan re- 
bels said they were willing to 
observe an immediate ceasefire 
providing Ethiopia's current gov- 
ernment stepped down and was 
replaced by a transitional one. 


Front and the mneb. smaller 
Ethiopian People’s Democratic 
Movement, criticised the press- . 
dent’s address as a “call for con- /--l 
turning bloodshed, and a call for “ 1 
-doom.” 


?ri 


The Ethiopian People's Re- 
volutionary Democratic Front 
(EPRDF), which long has called 
for President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam’s ouster, made the cease- 
fire offer Sunday in a clandestine 
radian broadcast monitored in 
Nairobi. 


However, the rebels said if the • •• 
current leadership was replaced 
by a broad-based transitional 
government that would hold 
internationally-supervised elec- 
tions, the EPRDF was -“willing ’ ’ 
and ready to implement an im- 
mediate ceasefire." 


In a separate broadcast, the 
rebels said they had killed 595 
soldiers in capturing two towns 
about 160 kilometres northeast of 
Ethiopia's capital Addis Ababa, 
and were “advancing victorious- 
ly” in the region. 


Ethiopia’s government did hot 
immediately respond to the .rebel 
offer. 
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The EPRDF is one of two main 
rebel groups who, in the last year, 
have made significant advances 
against the government and now 
control much of the nation’s 
north. 


The Tigrayan rebels have been 
fighting since 1974. Since Novem- 
ber, they’ve held three rouhds'df 
inconclusive preliminary peace 
talks with Mengistu’s' goyeris- 
ment. 


Their ceasefire offer was made 
four days after Haile Mariam 
urged Ethiopian parliamentarians 
to form a strategy to halt the 
rebel advances which be said 
threatened “the very survival” of 
the improverished East African 
nation. 


Ethiopia’s largest rebel group, 
the Eritrean People’s Liberation ' 
Front, also has held peace talks 
with the. government but earlier 
this month rejected any further 
negotiations saying it bel&ved it - 
could adneve its objectives mili- 
tarily.- ' 


ill 




The EPRDF, and alliance of 
the Tigre People's Liberation 


The EPLF took up anus - in 
1961 seeking independence .for 
Eritrea, Ethiopia’s nortteirnnost 
province which controte tine na- 
tion’s Red Sea coastline arid is a 
former Italian colony. 
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JUST pilot project to Faqir satisfied with 

help prevent retardation pilgrims’ conditions. 




By £ Ha N&srsUah 

- ...JordM Times Stiff Wjite: 

AMMAN — The Jordan tini- 
WBHy'of Science and Technolo- 
gy (JUST) foe* decided *o embark 
on a pilot project next month to 
help curtail the number of men- 
ially retarded children in the 
Irbid Govern tv™ re. 

As of the beginning of the 
cottung month laboratory tests 
and free medical examinations 
wHf be conducted on newly bom 
infants to determine whether they 
suffer from any of two types o? 
diseases that normally lead to 
brain damage causing mental re- 
tardation, according to Dr. Saad 
Hijazi, dean of the university '> 
Faculty of Medicine, 

■He told the Jordan Times that 
the examination and the labora- 
tory tests wi]l focus on the thyr- 
eoid gland and phenylketonuria 
(FKU) disorders of the thjToid 
glaiul and PKU are believed to be 
hereditary diseases which lead to 
mental retardation. 

Dr. Hijazi said Uut disorders 
of the thyroid gland and of some 
liver enzymes are bound to lead 
to mental retardation; the pro- 
jected campaign, believed to be 
the first in the Arab World, is 
designed to reduce the number of 
retarded children in Jordan. 

Asked on the duration of the 
campaign. Dr. Hijazi said it 
would be a continuing process 


involving a special team of doc- 
tors who will conduct the ex- 
amination on the infants and 

study the laboratory lest reports 

in each case. 

"If examination is conducted in 
the fiivt three weeks after birth, 
there » almost 100 per cent 
chance for any retardation to be 
avoided/' Dr. Hijazi added. 

"We are launching this pilot 
project with the help of the 
Ministry of Health, and the Civil 
Status Department which will 
supply us with the names and 
addresses of the newly hum 
babies who can tiieu be reached 
by members of the team to con- 
duct the necessary examination 
and laboratory tests." Dr. Hijazi 
said in a telephone conversation. 

"All babies born within the 
Irbid Govemoratc will be entitled 
to benefit from this programme 
which, if proved successful, could 
be expanded to encompass (he 
whole country," Hijazi, who is 
supervising the programme, said. 

"This kind of examination is 
compulsory in such countries as 
the United Kingdom and West 
Germany and is conducted at all 
hospitals free of charge so as to 
provide protection to the chil- 
dren’s health," he pointed out. 

Taking into account that Jor- 
dan has one of the highest 
population growth rales in the 
world, running at nearly four per 
cent, JUST expects that 





Prince Faisal attends celebration 

AMMAN — Deputising for His Majesty King Hussein, His Royal 
H tfaw Prince Fifaal Monday attended a celebration organised 
hy (he Mmfetry of Youth on the occasion of the Great Arab Revolt 
at A! Hnssrin Youth City In Amman. The celebration tad nt ted 
speeches by Minister of Youth Ibrahim A1 Ghababsbeh and 
Senator Akraa Zn’aiter, as wcO as dances and national songs by 
folk troupes representing various parts of the Kingdom. At the end 
eftfce celebration Ghababsbeh presented Prince Faisal the shield of 
tto^Mtabtry of Youth. Tbe photograph shows Prince Faisal 
receiving a bouquet upon arrival a! the palace of culture (Petra 
photo) 


TTTTOTTTWT 


Embassy marks Spanish king’s birthday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Spanish Embassy in Jorda n Sun day 
-celebrated the birthday of King Juan Carlos of Spain at a reception 
held at the new residence of the ambassador in Abdoun. Tbe 
ambassador, Don Ramon Annengod. delivered a speech on the 
occasion saying that Spain was one of tbe earliest European 
countries to establish diplomatic ties with the Kingdom in !94fi. He 
expressed hope that the occasion will mark the beginning of 
‘another stage of fruitful cooperation between the two countries. 

IvILTC made $20.5m in 4 years 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Iraqi-Jordanian Land Transport Com- 
..pany (ULTC) made profits of S20.5 million during the last four 
years, according to the company's annual report. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are complied from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


Add Al Shares, M ohammad Assad aod Haul KbuzaTch at tbe 
Housing Bank Art GaDery. 

* Exhibition emitted “La refutation: 300 ans apres’* at the 
French Cetera! Centre. 

■ft Exhibit toe of Ottawa textiles at Abdul H a nwarf Sboama 
F ounda tion. 

Art exhfoftkm by Mohammad Al Ameri at the Royal CoHuti 
Centre. 

* Art exhibition by Hnda Qasem in the Petra Bank Had. 

☆ Open studio and workshop for artist Sarnia Zara displaying 
■ jnfatttegSf sculptures ■»! hand-printed fabrics* l aci tt om off 
' 2nd Qnde, opposite Rosenthal (9:38-1:30 and &3&630). 

UBcnmss 

☆ Lecture fwrttfcrf “Impressions about Architecture In Jordan 
mad pristine” by BOal Hsumnad at ifceGoethe Institute — 7:0ft 

.... 

* A golfed tour of the exhibition “Textflei Cron Ottoman lime” 
wQJ be conducted by His ExceBency Dr. Berwig Bartels, 
mh— ednr rf the Federal RepubUc of Germany, at the Abdul 
H m w m w A yhouian Fomxlattim GaBery — 530 pjos* 


thousands of mfunts in the Irbnl 
Guvemonue will benefit from the 
project. 

According the dean, the prog- 
ramme was prepared following X 
wide scale field survey and study 
supervised by JUST President 
Dr. Kamel Ajlouni, Dr. Hijazi 
himself nnd Dr. Ibrahim Al Kha- 
im who teaches at (he faculty of 
medicine. 

Hijazi said that the programme 
will be launched at mother and 
child health cure centres in Sarih, 
Eidoun, Huwwaru, Huson. 
Nu’weimeh, Bushra. Saul. Haku- 
ma and Kufur Youba. The town 
of Irbid has been excluded from 
the programme for the time being 
due to lack of sufficient funds, 
but it will certainly be included 
luter on. Hijazi said. 

Referring to the laboratory 
test. Hijazi said that it entails 
taking n single drop of blood from 
the heel of the infant for tests. 
Should the test prove that the 
newly- born suffers from thyroid 
gland disorder or phenylketonur- 
ia, he would immediately be 
transferred for treatment to one 
of the specialised hospitals or 
health centres. 

Hijazi said that the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) has expressed readiness 
to contribute to the programme 
by providing financial assistance 
to cover the cost for treatment of 
infants born to needy families. 


Bloc 

statement 

(Continued From page 1) 

floating of the prices of meat, milk 
and die rise in the cost of spare 
parts and fodder. 

3) In tbe field of agriculture and 
water, we still lock a dear and 
comprehensive policy rhat deals 
with cost, production, marketing, 
processing or investment. We find 
that the rescheduling of farmers' 
debts is tbe greatest obstacle in this 
field. The problem still needs a 
radical solution that provides for 
rescheduling farmers’ debts with a 
reasonable grace period. Creditors 
are on the heels of farmers and the 
committee entrusted with finding 
solutions has not yet produced any 
results. We see that the cost of all 
agricultural necessities, including, 
marketing, ate on. the rise. We sec 
no' effort' tfait \iould break rfje 
monopoly of traders in spite of 
Parliainentaiy decisions. We sec 
the price of irrigation water a real 
burden on agriculture. 

In the field of livestock breeding 
and bee keeping we see policy 
contradictions between imports 
aod the rise in fodder cost. 

We still see no solution to the 
problems of land and property in 
the south and east. We see indigi- 
We people seizing government land 
while the inhabitants of the Jordan 
Valley and other villages are de- 
nied ownership of tbe land they 
till. 

The government has also not 
taken any step to solve tbe prob- 
lems of shared ownership as agreed 
with Parliament. 

4) In municipal and rural affairs we 
see no move towards institutiona- 
lising municipal affairs. We see 
only individual attempts following 
old styles. 

5) We have seen the government 
take one decision following the 
other in the field of health without 
preparing for a dear hutioittonal 
alternative based on a dear and 
com p rehe ns ive policy and fair dis- 
tribution of health services. 

6) We still sec no dear national 
policy for the youth. We still lack a 
policy that would set free the 
young people's potentials. We 
think that in tills field a policy 
should be formulated to put this 
subject in its national and social 
security perspective, especially in 
these trying times. 

7) In the field of public administra- 
tion. we see no move towards 
realising the government’s promise 
to reform aod modernise it. Even 
Parliament recommendations for 
the abolishment or merger of cer- 
tain institutions were not im- 
plemented. We see no inclination 
on behalf of the government to- 
wards decentralisation. Until this 
late time in the year the govern- 
ment's On of vacant posts is not 
released. 

8) On the level of abuse of public 
funds (corruption) we see the gov- 
ernment opting for negative neut- 
rality which may abort all public 
demands for justice. 

9) This bloc had given the govern- 
ment confidence, like all other 
blocs did. The hoped-for success of 
our Parliamentary experiment and. 
to base it on reason and balance 

Vjctc behind our vote of confidence 

in ibe government. It was a vote of 
confidence In the go v e rn m ent's 
policy st a tem ent and not necessari- 
ly in the cabinet members. 

In Otar previous statements we 
announced, individually and col- 
lectively, that tbe new cabinet crew 

should be chosen with gre>t cm to 

harmony with the new era. We 
repeat that the government's poli- 
cy statement is good but believe its 
’formation requires rectification. 
This is something the prime must- . 
ter understands. Whether or not he 
agrees with us, he seems not to 
give our opinion such weight. 

That is why we before the 
cabined reshuffle was contrary to 
our opinion and to public opinion. 


MECCA (Petra) — Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ali Al 
Faqir arrived here Monday in 
order to inspect the conditions of 
Jordanian pilgrims performing re- 
ligious rites in the Holy City 

Soon after bis arrival Faqir me i 
with the Jordanian mission 
accompanying the pilgrims and 
was briefed on the arrangements 
made for their accommodation 
and transportation within Holy 
Gty. 

He also visited the pilgrims 
town at Al Jamoum and was at 
hand to welcome Jordanian pil- 
grims arriving by bus from Medi- 
na, another Holy City visited by 
the pilgrims before Mecca. 

Later the minister said in a 
statement that he was satisfied 
with the arrangements and ser- 


vices for the pilgrims and added 
that a jpint operations room has 
been set up to supervise services 
for pilgrims. 

Faqir said that services pro- 
vided by a national Jordanian 
corporation were not up to the 
required standard this year and 
that he intended to investigate 
the shortcomings. 

The minister said that he had 
received a report from the head 
of the Jordanian medical mission 
saying that pilgrims were in good 
health except for some who had 
caught cold or were exhausted 
after the long trip over land and 
tha very hot weather in Saudi 
Arabia. 

The minister said no conta- 
gious diseases has appeared 
among the pilgrims this year. 


150,000 non-Jordanians employed locally; 


300,000 Jordanians work abroad 


Symposium calls for 

measures to resolve 
unemployment 


Pharmaceutical call for 
Arab common market 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Federa- 
tion of Producers of drugs and 
Medical Appliances in tbe Arab 
World has issued a call on Arab 
ministers of health, agriculture, 
industry and trade to establish an 
Arab common market of medi- 
cines as soon as possible to help 
set up an integrated Arab market 
for medicines. 

The call, which came at rhe end 
of a symposium on medicine in 
the Arab World, urged Arab 
states to remove all restrictions 
and measures that impede the 
flow of trade in medical supplies 
and pharmaceutical products and 
lo help boost pharmaceutical pro- 
duction in the Arab World to 
cover at least €0 per cent of rite 
total needs of Arab countries 
from the present 34 per cent by 
the end of the present century. 

The Arab World is called on to 
form a common market for trad- 
ing in pharmaceutical products 
and drugs during this year, and 


Stricter measures 
are applied 
to curtail drugs 

AMMAN (Petra) — Over the 
past three years the total number 
of drug addicts in Jordan reached 
458 of whom 50 per cent were 
non-Jordanians and Z39 of tbe 
total have now been rehabilitated 
at mental and specialised health 
institutions in the Kingdom, 
according to Brigadier Izzeddin 
Zaza, director of the Anti- 
Narcotics Bureau at the Public 
Security Department (PSD). 

Speaking on the eve of the 
International Day for Combating 
Drug Abuse and Trafficking, 
Zaza said that Jordan was neither 
a drug producer nor a consumer 
country, but its territory was 
being used by drug traffickers. I 

Zaza quoted official statistics 
as showing that the ratio of drug 
accidents in Jordan does not ex- 
ceed 13 per 10,000, among the 
lowest in the whol e wo rld. 

He said that drugs had been 
found to have spread mainly 
among Jordanian students and 
non-Jordanian workers in the 
Kingdom- The students were 
studying abroad and they become 
addicted to drugs, he explained. I 

During 1989 the PSD seized a 
total of 5,338 kilogrammes of 
hashish, more than seven kilog- 
rammes of berota, 20 grammes of 
cocaine, 190 grammes of opium 
and 300,437 captagon pills, Zaza 
announced. 

' 

He said that police found 345 
persons, of whom 152 Jorda- 
nians, involved in drag trafficking 
operations during 1989. 

In the first half of 1990 the PSD 
seized 4,178 kilogrammes of 
hashish, 35 grammes of cocaine, 
819 grammes of heroin. 79 gram- 
mes of opium smuggled into the 
country by 197 persons including 
127 Jordanians. 

y n« n Said stricter measures 
were being applied to foil drag 
trafficking operations, and there 
was increased cooperation with 
regional and international police 
forces. Improved methods of 
monitoring borders are also help- 
ing the country curtail the danger 
of drugs, he said. 


not later than October 1990, so as 
it can attain an acceptable degree 
of medicine security , the state- 
ment issued at the end of meet- 
ings said. 

The statement urged Arab 
health ministers to apply their 
resolutions and recommendations 
concerning the registration of 
medicine and those regarding 
coordination in medicine produc- 
tion so as to avoid surpluses of 
certain types and shortages cf 
others. 

Many pharmaceutical firms in 
te Arab World took part in the 
symposium. 


AMMAN (Petra) — An esti- 
mated 150,000 non- Jordanians 
are currently employed in the 
Kingdom and they are doing jobs 
which are either shunned by 
Jordanians or no-Jordanian 
workers can carry out, according 
to His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson. 

At the some time an estimated 
300.000 Jordanians, or 40 per 
cent of the workforce represent- 
ing the highest yield of invest- 
ment in the Kingdom are current- 
ly employed in Arab Gulf states, 
Prince Hassan said in a speech 
delivered on his behalf by Dr. 
Taher Kanoan, director general 
of the Industrial Development 
Bank (IDB|. 

The increase of unemployment 
rates in the Kingdom, be said, is 
the main source of concern for 
the country because it constitutes 
a serious danger to the fabric of 
the society. 

One cannot rely solely on 
theories and economic analysis in 
dealing with unemployment, but 
rather practical steps should be 
taken and studies of other coun- 
tries' methods in handling such 
problems should be carefully stu- 
died. Prince Hassan said in his 
speech delivered at the opening 
session of a regional seminar on 


employment strategies in the 
Arab World. 

The seminar, organised by the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
and the World Bank, is attended 
by delegates from these two in- 
stitutions, the Arab Monetary 
Fund, the International Monet- 
ary Fund, the U.N. Economic 
and Social Commission for West- 
ern Asia (ESCWA), the Arab 
Labour Organisation, the Inter- 
nationa! Labour Organisation, 
the European Community and 
institutions from the private and 
public sectors in Jordan. 

Referring to Jordan, Prince 
Hassan said that the Kingdom has 
been at the same time an exporter 
and an importer of workers. In 
the past, he added, this was consi- 
dered a healthy symptom because 
there used to be flexibility and 
stability in the demand and supp- 
ly process, unlike the present 
when the country is facing a 
problem of unemployment. 

The deputy director of the 
World Bank addressed the ses- 
sion pointing out that the bank 
aims at helping the countries of 
the Middle East and the 
Mediterranean region to build up 
their economic strength and 
attain good rates of development 
in the present stage and after 


1992 when Europe becomes un- 
ited. 

The World Bank views unem- 
ployment as a problem with se- 
rious impact, adversely affecting 
national economies and retarding 
social development. 

He called on governments fac- 
ing unemployment to adopr prac- 
tical policies that take into 
account economic adjustments 
and reform. 


Queen lays 
foundation 
stone for bee 


project 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Al Hus- 
sein will Wednesday lay the 
foundation stone for a building 
for a bee breeding and honey 
production project. The pro- 
ject is carried out by the Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation within 
the framework of its program- 
me "Women and Develop- 
ment" in Al Eina area i« 
Karak Governorate. 


Tawjihi — “glory or nightmare 1 


By Soeda Kilstni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Around 66.300 
students sat for their final taw- 
jihi examination yesterday, 
putting an end to what many 
describe as exhausting year 
and two weeks of “tension” — 
where pressure from parents, 
relatives, neighbours and 
friends has electrified most 
into a state of apprehension 
and anxiety to ensure chat they 
dear the hurdle as the first step 
towards taking the giant leap 
from school to university. 

For those who had secured 
high marks in the first round of 
tawjihi held early this year, it is 
a matter of ensuring that they 
retain the same scores this time 
also. For those who fared bad- 
ly in the first round it is a race 
to secure as high marks as 
possible to ensure that tbe 
aggregate total is at least 
“acceptable." 

Overlooked in the equation 
is the psychological impact of 
pressure on tbe students, 
according to experts who point 
out that parents compound the 
problem by takiny it upon 
themselves to guarantee the 
best possible seat for their chil- 
dren in Jordanian universities; 
"every means is used, includ- 
ing ‘wasta’ (connections) to 
realise the objective,” said a 
soda! worker. 

Since 1962, when tawjihi has 
been implemented, "the ex- 
amination has become the de- 
termining point of the stu- 
dent’s life and family reputa- 
tion even if he or she does not 
wane to continue his higher 
education." explains the social 
worker. “By becoming the 


focus of attention of everybody 
and gening estimated by his/ 
her grade in the tawjihi, the 
studen (undergoes annually all 
sorts of pressures not only 
from parents but also from 
school, teachers and friends 
and this is what makes many 
brilliant students hire badly in 
the exams or compels them to 
resort to terrible action," adds 
the social worker. 

During the exams, different 
stories come from various cor- 
ners of the Kingdom. Students 
who take pills or collapse sud- 
denly while presenting their 
exams, students who try to 
attack teachers if caught cheat- 
ing or students who try to 
commit suidde (local reports 
that at least two tawjihi stu- 
dents tried to kill themselves in 
tbe past week are a definite 
indicator to tbe trend, accord- 
ing to a sociologist). 

While social workers Maine 
pare nts and the mechanism of 
the educational system for tbe 
high pressure they exert on the 
student, senior officials at tbe 
Minisxery of Education affirm 
that students will always have 
complaints even if the ques- 
tions were very easy. 

“We are trying gradually to 
change the prevailing belief 
that tawjihi is -tbe only deter- 
mining factor in the indi- 
vidual’s life,”, explains 
Mohammad Sayel Obeidat, 
director of the Ministry of 
Education’s Examination and 
Evaluation Department. There 
are certificates for students 
who do not desire to continue 
their education, indicating that 
they have accomplished tbe 
scholastic years and certificates 
attesting to the fact they passed 
tawjihi. 


At present, tawjihi keeps 
haunting every family who has 
a tawjihi age child. 

The parents, for the great 
majority, provide for him/her a 
‘special atmosphere’ and all 
means of comfort ranging from 
evacuating the house to putting 
an ead to all social activities 
din in g that year. 

“He is our only child, and if 
we don’t show him our care 
and attention, he may not 
make it through this ‘difficult* 
year, explains a father of a 17 
year oM tawjihi student. "It 
may be exaggerting. but we 
think it is worthwhile to give 
hm the first floor to make him 
feel at ease without any inter- 
ruption from anybody," the 
father adds. 

Yet, the student himself 
seems to be indifferent to the 
whole story: “I really don’t 
care for this... tawjihi. And to 
tell you tbe truth I don’t like 
studying at all; what bothers 
me is my parents putting high 
pressure on me because they 
want me to have good grades. 
They even offered to buy me a 
car if I could get more that 75 
and I really do not give a 
damn," explains the student. 

Other students share rhe 
view that it is their parents who 
exert pressure on them. Some 
have admitted that they had 
some thoughts of suicide or 
taking pills that would enable 
them study at night. "During 
all the period of the exams in 
the first semester and now, 1 
have been suffering from , 
terrible thoughts that 1 may not 
succeed in this or that sub- 
ject," one of the tawjihi stu- 
dents in the scientific stream 
said. I even took pep pills fre m 
our pharmacy to survive the 


exams period.” 

The prospective tawjihi stu- 
dents start to prepare one year 
in advance. They take private 
lessons in the summer and go 
to specialised centres for all 
subjects: English, mathema- 
tics, physics, chemistry and 
even Arabic. 

“I swear that most of the 
questions in the mathematics 
course which came in the taw- 
jihi exam were given to us by a 
professor in the centre,” 
affirms one student. "I trust 
the centre more than the 
school itself," he said. 

Another student, apart from 
going to three centres during 
the summer, is now starting to 
take private -lessons for the 
coming year." We must pre- 
pare him from now in order to 
be sure he is going to get good 
grades," the father of the stu- 
dent said. 

"Tawjihi exam is not really 
difficult, said a social worker 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity." It is just the pa- 
rents themselves and the press- 
ure of the society that made a 
nightmare out of it, in all coun- 
tries of the world, there is an 
exam for students to be 
accepted by the university: 
those students are not under 
the kind of social pressure our 
students are under. 

"We are in the process of 
changing the educational sys- 
tem at all levels. The change 
will be effective as of the 1992- 
92 scholastic year. The com- 
plaints arose because of the 
cuniculium which has been in 
place since the sixties. 

Once the books and the sys- 
tem change, we hope to “end 
their nightmare,” said 
Obeidat. 


Jordan, Qatar to boost media ties 

DOHA (Petra) — Qatari Minister of Information Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Sahim Al Thatu Monday met with tbe Director General of the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, Ah Al Safadi. Sheikh Hamad and 
Safadi discussed issues of common interest and ways to enhance 
cooperation between the Jordanian and the Qatari news agencies. 
The meeting was attended by Jordan’s Ambassador to Qatar Nayef 
Saoud Al Qadi and the director of the Qatari News Agency 
(QNA). Safadi is currently visiting Qatar to discuss scopes of 
promoting and bolstering cooperation between Petra and QNA. 

Three new books on Petra 

AMMAN (J.T.) — In addition to the new edition of the large 
format coffee table book. Arabesque International has 
announced the publication of two new books on Petra. One. an 
album-like book, includes paintings of Petra by leading Jordanian 
artists. • 




Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation 

A guided tour of the exhibition 

Textiles from Ottoman Times 

Conducted by 
H.E. Dr. Herwig Bartels 

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany 

At the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation Gallery on 
Tuesday June 26, 1 990 at 5:30 p.m. 

Jordan Arab Investment Bank Bldg., Shmeisani - fifth floor 
Tel: 682136 


OBITUARY 

The families of Hakim, Tannous and their relatives an 
in-laws in Jordan and Lebanon deeply mourn the late: 

His Excellency Dr. George Hakim 

former Lebanese foreign minister and Lebanon’ 
permanent ambassador at the United Nations 

who passed away last Friday and was buried Sunday 
June 24, 1980 In Tripoli-Lebanon. 

May his soul rest in peace 

Condolences can be offered to the bereaved family af 
he residence of Mr. George Suleiman Tannous, 
brother-in-law of the deceased, located in Jabal Am- 
man — Fourth Circle. in the afternoons of Wednesda 
and Thursday June 27 and 28, 1990. 

May God save you from all harm 
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Democratic culture 
taking roots 

WHAT the National Bloc of the Lower House of Parliament 
had to say yesterday about the performance and policies of 
the government was of course a manifestation of the 
democratisation process in Jordan. The gowmnat has to 
study what was said and see where it was attacked and 
possibly respond through words as wefl as deeds to the 
points raised by tbe Woe; that is not only part of the evolving 
democracy but will also be an entightened step towards 
addressing some of the core issues that we face today in our 
lives. 

At the same time, as significant and important as the 
observations and criticism voiced by the National Bloc over 
the track record of the government in the past six months 
was the honest and frank way it was conveyed to the 
Jordanian people by the official media, including television. 
While the unrestricted and nncensored coverage by the 
official information media of anti-government criticism adds 
to the credibility of the country’s information policy as wefl 
as the sobriety of tbe government itself, it also reflects the 
gradual evolution of wefl-fimded democracy In the coun- 
try; particularly so when cons i derin g that state-run televi- 
sion also offered a platform for other trends hi parliament to 
air their observations of the viewpoints of the National Bloc. 
The government may even have taken some of the punch 
away from the critidsm levelled against it by conveying It 
undiluted to the people mad teffing them what exactly is 
going on. Inasmuch as it is a resounding reaffirmation of the 
process of democratisation of the country, it is also a very 
healthy development which should be n u rture d and pre- 
served as an integral element of democratic culture which 
mspires and guides democratic norms and practices m any 
realm of the legislative or executive authority. It is sanply 
hot enough to have an elected partiament with clout; it is 
equally important that the concept of democratic culture 
seeps into tbe basic fibre of our thinking as well as actions. 
From what we saw and heard on Jordan Television last 
night, the government has understood and accepted it as an 
inevitable process if oar democratic experiment is to Moom 
Mo toll fruition. That is a realisation that should give is all 
comfort. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Kami G. Kboan 


Dancing preachers, and the f^st women of the Washington night 


THE feelings of sympathy expressed by Arab and Islamic nations with 
the Iranian people in the wake of tbe earthquake, reflect the fact 
that Arabs and Muslims can transcend all differences and tide 
disputes, and stand together in time of need, said Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily newspaper Monday Any barm dose to any Arab or Islamic 
country is certain to draw tnc sympathy ami solidarity and 
assistance of the rest of the Arab and Islamic nations, the paper 
continued. But the tragedy that befell tbe Iranian people has 
opened the eyes of all Arab and Islamic nations to the need to 
embark on a new stage in inter-relations and one that can restore 
self-confidence and help build intrinsic strength, the paper noted. 
It said that the Arabs and Muslims are in urgent need of true 
solidarity in tbe face of tbe common Zionist enemy and both sides 
need to form a solid front and to pool resources and efforts for the 
sake of protecting the Arab and Islamic nations' interests. 
President Saddam Hussein's call on Iran to come to the 
negotiating table and the favourable Iranian response, manifest 
the two tides' readiness to embark on serious moves to bolster 
Arab- Islamic relations at a time when they all are facing new 
challenges represented by the Jewish immigration into Palestine 
and conspiracies from other common enemies, added the paper. 
It is hoped, said the paper, that the coming meeting between 
Tehran and Baghdad will turn the tables on the common enemies 
and put an end to the looming dangers. 

A columnist in .Al Ra’i daily describes the Jewish immigration 
from the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe as part of an 
international package deal to which both superpowers are 
committed. Tareq Masarwch says only through one way can 
Moscow help curtail the settlement of the Jews in the occupied 
Arab territories, and that is by issuing them passports which 
enable the immigrants to travel like other Soviet citizens to any 
country. The writer says that as long as Moscow does not issue 
passports for the Jews it is forcing the immigrants to go- to one 
destination: Israel and the occupied Arab lands. As long as the 
Soviets and the Americans are in agreement to carry out the 
package deal, they simply make a mockery of their Arab biends 
as the Americans do through their empty promises when they say 
that the Jews will not settle on Arab-owned lands while they give 
Israel $400 million to help them settle on Arab territories, 
Masarweh points out. The Arabs who went to Moscow trying to 
dissuade the Soviets from their present policy, have been 
promised that the U.N. Security Council will pass a resolution 
prohibiting the Jews from settling on Arab lands, but the council 
resolution has been .vetoed by the Americans, leaving the Arabs 
with empty hands, the writer continues. He says if Moscow is 
allowing the Jews to emigrate in implementation of the Helsinki 
agreement, then at least it can do that in a proper manner by 
issuing passports to the immigrants, enabling them if necessary to 
return to the Soviet Union if they so desired. 


THE relationship between the 
United States and the Arab 
World should, but probably 
will not, deteriorate in the 
wake of the American veto of 
the U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution calling for the Security 
Council to send a fact-finding 
mission to the occupied 
Palestinian territories, and the 
American government's sus- 
pension of the dialogue with 
tbe PLO. 

Of the two events, the sus- 
pension of the dialogue strikes 
me as the most unfortunate, 
and probably best symbolises 
the problem in American-Arab 
ties. It is. in its totality , a 
damning reaffirmation of the 
double standard which governs 
the United States' policy to- 
wards Palestinians and Israelis. 
It is also one of the primary 
reasons wby recent peace-mak- 
ing efforts have made very 
little substantive progress, and 
why the entire region is shifting 
into a posture of, if not an 
inclination towards, increased 
confrontation and militarism. 

Interesting in this respect is 
the statement which President 
Bush issued when he 
announced the suspension of 
the dialogue with the PLO. 
Couched in apparently ba- 
lanced and reasonable* lan- 
guage, it is, in fact, a sorry 
catalogue of hypocrisy, double 
standards, and abdication of 
responsibility — a show of 
Superpower Wimp at its worst. 

The tone of the statement is 
characterised by unwarranted 
and insulting delusions of pow- 
er and moral superiority. The 
United States said it had sus- 
pended die dialogue because 
the PLO had not provided a 
"satisfactory response” on 
steps it had taken to deal with 
the attempted seaborne attack 


against Tel Aviv by Palestinian 
guerrillas of the Palestine Li- 
beration* Front. By placing it- 
self in the position of moral 
judge of what is and what is not 
a satisfactory response, tbe 
United States makes the same 
mistake which Israel has made 
for many decades — the mis- 
take of mandating itself with 
tbe moral obligation and the 
consequent political authority 
to judge the actions and the 
credentials of those with whom 
it most negotiate in order to 
resolve existing political and 
national disputes. In this same 
vein, Palestinians and other 
Arabs could easily refuse to 
negotiate with the United 
States until the Americans re- 
solve their problems of home-, 
less people, bag ladies, drug 
abuse, sexual promiscuity and 
the spread of AIDS, and low 
educational and health stan- 
dards among minority groups. 
Or are these acceptable crimes 
because they are practised by a 
civilised and developed 
society? 

Tbe United States applies 
much narrower and stricter 
criteria to the PLO than it does 
to other states and national 
liberation movements with 
which it routinely deals around 
the world. While others are 
required only to provide a 
commitment to democratic 
principles and peaceful nego- 
tiations (the Afghan rebels, tile 
Contras, the ANC, the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China, tbe 
government of Romania, to 
mention only a few) the 
Palestinians are asked to 
adhere to a much higher stan- 
dard of collective responsibil- 
ity;' they are also asked to 
-make pledges of political be- 
haviour that would discredit 
the PLO completely by making 



End of cold war 
signals danger 
for Third World 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — As Europe con- 
signs the cold war to history, the 
West is turning its attention to 
dangers in the developing world, 
where the arras race is speeding 
up. not slowing down. 

NATO officials and arms con- 
trol specialists are worried that 
chemical and nuclear weapons 
technology is spreading to poten- 
tially unstable areas, while 
second-hand arms no longer 
needed in Europe are also flood- 
ing in. 

“Arms control is shifting from 
an East-West dimension to a 
north-south dimension,’* Michael 
Moodie, a senior official with the 
U.S. Arms Control and Disarma- 
ment Agency, told a Brussels 
conference on security. 

“There will be less U.S.-Soviet 
rivalry in the Third World, but 
both of those countries will have 
less control over events," 
Richard Burt, head of the U.S. 
delegation at superpower arms 
control talks in Geneva, told tbe 
meeting. 

“The potential for regional 
conflicts will probably grow. The 
spread of technology — nuclear, 
chemical and ballistic missile — is 
probably going to be the key arms 
control issue of the 1990s," Burt 
said. 

.The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) has 
already seized on this as a possi- 
ble way to adopt a wider security 
role now that its old enemy, the 
Warsaw Pact, is collapsing. 

Senior officials of the 16-nation 
Western alliance have suggested 
that NATO should become more 
involved in resolving regional 
conflicts and stopping the spread 
of weapons of mass destruction. 

"Our concept of security.-.can- 
not ignore both the new military 
risks and the challenges posed by 
developments in the Third 
World,” NATO Secretary 
General Manfred Woemer said 
in a speech in Paris- 


*‘I am particularly thinking of 
the Middle East and the countries 
on the fringes of the Mediterra- 
nean area," he said. 

NATO diplomats cited alleged 
.Iraqi plans to build a long-range 
“supergun" and its threats to use 
chemical weapons against Israel, 
reports that Libya is making che- 
mical weapons and concern about 
possible nuclear conflict between 
India and Pakistan as examples. 

“There are several countries — 
apart from those who publicly 
acknowledge having nuclear 
weapons — which either have 
such arms or the technology to 
produce them.” said one diplo- 
mat. who asked not to be identi- 
fied. 

Woemer said the West's secur- 
ity might also be threatened by 
instability from poverty or explo- 
sive population growth in the 
developing world. 

But he added: “there is no 
question of NATO turning itself 
into the world's policeman, nor of 
taking action outside our geog- 
raphical area." 

Nevertheless, senior NATO 
officials held an unprecedented 
meeting with Japanese officials in 
a Belgian seaside resort lately, 
suggesting that the alliance was 
looking to wider security ques- 
tions now that the threat of war in 
Europe was receding. 

U.S. Under-Secretary of State 
for Defence Paul Wolfowitz told 
the meeting that Japan and the 
Western world should join forces 
to safeguard their security. 

“In many parts of the globe, 
nationalism, ethnic hatred and 
religious intolerance have not 
abated. Indeed, they have in 
some measure gained new force 
from the end of the cold war,'’ he 
said. 

41 We cannot tell whether these 
forces will directly threaten the ... 
centres of liberal democratic 
power, but they might." ‘ 


it appear to be an aspiring boy 
scout inductee standing at 
attention in front of the Amer 1 
ican flag. 

If this is a dialogue, then let. 
tbe two sides talk and make 
progress. If it is a rite of initia- 
tion in which tbe PLO is sup- 
posed to join the International 
Fraternity of Diplomatic 
Wimps by stripping naked, gig- 
gling meekly and dancing for 
tiie pleasure of Henry Kissin- 
ger's grotesque diplomatic 
legacy, then history shall prob- 
ably record that in June 1990 
tbe PLO struck a blow for hn-. 
man dignity and political de- 
cency. 

The fundamental imbalance 
which permeated President 
Bush's statement continues to 
reflect the American position 
that Israel is entitled to state- 
hood, recognition and security, 
while the Palestinians are enti- 
tled to a throw of the diploma- 
tic dice. Mr. Bush's precise 
phrasing was: “We remain 
committed to the pursuit of a 
comprehensive settlement of 
tbe Arab-Israeli conflict and to 
a just and lasting peace. As we 
have often stated, it is our view 
that such a peace must be 
based on those two resolu- 
tions. U.N. Resolutions 242 
and 338, and the principle im- 
plicit therein of territory for 
peace ^ and provide for load's 
security and Palestinian politic- 
al- rights” my italics. 

America believes that Israel 
•is entitled to security arid rec- 
ognition by the Arabs, but the 
Palestinians are only entitled 
to a vague promise of “political 
rights." While this is a step 
forward from the American 
position of the last several de- 
cades, it is still nowhere near 
the impartiality that is required 
from a would-be mediator and 


catalyst for peace. Therefore, 
the “peace process” remains 
elusive: 

The attempted guerrilla 
attack was obviously mounted, 
among other reasons, to dis- 
credit the peace-making 
strategy of Yasser Arafat and 
the mainstream PLO lead- 
ership. In the short run, the 
PLO made the sort of response 
which It deemed appropriate 
— it repeated its policy of nqt 
using terror tactics against civi- 
lians, and stated dearly that 
this specific attack was not 
approved or organised by the 
PLO itself. 

The United States bad two 
choices. It could be generous 
and open-minded and accept 
the PLO statement as a sincere . 
reaffirmation of its no- terror 
policy, or it could be close- 
minded and mean and demand 
the sort of specific condemna- 
tion that it knows is impossible 
for the PLO to make in view of 
the political and psychological 
reality of the Middle East to- 
day. The United States chose 
to be mean and dose-minded. 
That’s one of the privileges of 
sovereign states — as well as a 
characteristic of children, and 
victims of blackmail. 

Therefore, it is all the more 
hypocritical for Mr. Bush to 
say, as he did last week, that 
“we strongly hope that Israelis, 
Palestinians and the Arab 
states will recognise these 
opportunities (for Palestinians 
in a successful peace process) 
and take the necessary steps to 
create an environment in 
which a viable peace process 
can thrive. We denounce vio- 
lence in the area, and call upon 
all parties to eschew violence 
and terror, and opt instead for 
dialogue and negotiation." 

The United States, bad it 


fished to make a substantial 
contribution to creating on. en- 
vironment in which a viable 
peace process can thrive, could 
have responded generously 
arid compassionately to - tbe 
PLO’s statements on tbe Tel 
Aviv mission. 

“Were it really an impartial 
mediator working for peace 
and justice, the United States 
could have heeded the advice of 
its allies and used the oppor- 
*timity to push ahead with 
attempts to launch a Palesti- 
nian-Israeli dialogue by rein- 
forcing the PLO’s commitment 
to a negotiated settlement, 
strengthening the hand of the 
P alestini an and Arab majority 
which still seeks to work with 
all concerned parties in order 
to resolve the conflict peaceful- 
ly, and further isolating those 
factions on both sides which 
believe that terror and violence 
offer a solution. 

Furthermore, if the United 
States were really serious ab- 
out promoting peace talks, it 
would have done something 
about its policy of providing 
virtually unlimited military, 
economic and diplomatic sup- 
port to tbe acts of tbe Israeli 
government. The reality is that 
American support for Israel 
allows Israel to perpetuate the 
full array of its illegal and 
inhuman, policies, including 
sustained occupation, deporta- 
tions., killings, tens of 
thousands of injuries by gun- 
fire, tear gas and beatings, 
house demolitions, administra- 
tive detention and imprison- 
ment of tens of thousands of 
Palestinians, expansion, of ex- 
isting settlements and building 
new settlements, school do-' 
sures, uprooting, tens of - 
thousands of trees, expropriat- 
ing about hajf the land of the 


occupied territories, controll-- 
ing water use by Palestinians, 7 
imposing excessive and puni- 
tive taxes, denying people (be . 
right to travel, and colleen ve- 
• ■ punishments on .entire viflages-.. 
and towns, to.mention only the : 
most flagrant. ■ 

• Certainly; these routine acts 
by Israel do not . create the 
climate for peace which Mr. 
Bush asks for. Why, then, -does 
his country fund and acquiesce 
in these policies; while' occa-;. 
sionally criticising them verbal- ; : 
ly but doing nothing concrete, 
to change them?. And -why:, 
does the United States demand ;, 
- moral purity from the PaJesti-: . 
maxtSi while financing the 
Israeli moral equivalent of a 
brothel? 

In this respect, the most dfe- ' 
graceful part of . Mr. .Bush’s : 
performance last week came in 
hie press conference, when, 

talking about terror, he saki 
that “it’s not enough to amply 
reiterate one's concern for ter- 
ror.” That’s precisely how we 
feel about .American . double 
standards vis-a-vis the Palest!- - . 
mans and Israelis. Look in die - 
mirror, George: It is riot 
enough simply - to reiterate 
. one’s opposition to Israeli set- 
tlements, human rights de- 
nials, or breaches- of interna- ■ 
tional law 7 - especially when 
you’re the' one paying for. 
them. ' ” '' ’ •• # ‘. # / / 

By what moral or political 
criteria does George Bush 
have the right to demand of tire . 
Palestinians a standard of con- 
duct which he himself does not 
‘-adhere to? Those who danbe- 

with the fast ladies of thc pofi- 
tical night should not make 
fools of themselves by playing 
Sunday- school teachers in 
nkrtmng. Give - us ' a breaks 1 
] - Geo^- ..." ' r ".. 



By Tom Heneghan 
' Reuter 


EAST BERLIN — Talks on Ger- 
man unification are becoming a 
lopsided poker game in which 
five players are convinced the 
sixth one — Moscow — is bluf- 
fing. . 

But the five — tbe United 
States, Britain, France and the 
two Germanys — are determined 
to keep the Soviet Union at the 
table and in no hurry to call its 
hand. 

The grand prize in tbe “two- 
pl us-four” game is the united 
German superstate to be born in 
December. 

Having battled tbe Germans 
twice in this century, the Wester- 
ners insist on having tbe new 
fatherland firmly anchored in 
their military alliance, NATO. 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


But Moscow, even more wor- 
ried about Germany and fearing 
it could be squeezed out of the 
European power game, has be- 
gun to raise its bets and force tbe 
pare of the game it cannot win. 

“What we are looking for is a 
replacement for the World Warn • 
peace treaty that never was,” said 
Hans-Juergen Misselwitz, a dissi- 
dent pastor turned senior foreign 
ministry official in the new, non- 
communist East Germany. 
“We’re playing high-stakes poker 
now." 

Moscow’s latest bid — a full 
draft agreement to slash all 
troops in Germany in half but 
extend the wartime allies’ ulti- 
mate rights over the one-time 
enemy for another five years — 
surprised the Western side and 
got a prompt rejection. 

“I was underwhelmed,” said 
U.S. Secretary of State James 


Baker, who went furthest iricrifi- : whicfr.W^fiem officials sawmairi-. A 
casing the Soviet idea as aptot- as^inttvela.shawMaj&esfyte.-.. 

keep Germany from becoming a 4 cona^ed atizens, are dear 5 ig^\_ 
fully sovereign state 45 years after rials tbe Soviet delegation wiffnotv 
the defeat bf Hitler’s Third. r block a .deal. 


the defeat bf Hitler’s Third 
Reich. 

The proposal showed such, a 
wide gap between' Western and 
Soviet views that the six foreign 
ministers who met here agreed to 
have their experts work overtime 
to bridge it before the November 
deadline they have set for them- 
selves. 

Their next planned meetings — - 
in Paris next month and Moscow 
in September — will almost cer- 
tainly be followed by an October 
session in London. 

All sides say they want fo 
present a complete settlement to 
the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) 
in Paris this November. 

Behind Moscow's hard fine. 


-"The provisions of our draft 
are not regarded by us as thefinalV' 
-truth,” Foreign Minister 1 Eduarti^ 
Shevardnadze told reporters^ • 

' “We are ready to seek coriv-- 
promise approaches. - We intend 
to have a final agreement™ be-/.: ' 
fore the end of the year.” . '■ 

His French counteipart, ' RxK l 
land Dumas, -said Soviet officials.. 

. frequently asked the Westerners - ; 
bow relations -between NAT(> • 
and the Warsaw Pact will- look . 
when the post-war era is finally V' 
over. 

"They wouldn't do that if they 
weren’t looking for a conjprom- 
fee,” he said. . , 
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O After struggling for freedom 
Zimbabwe women want more 


By XaiKy Usbuty 

Associated Press 


°° ‘ HARARE, Zimbabwe — • Joyce 

^ : Mfljuru tough t tierce lyin ibe 

^Vvw^fta’Wspciidence thax *•* 
^ese rr^. . earned tbc_nanre "spill blood.** 

* Dot 2?*; Not. lO years later, she fights for 
*ace r ■ women’s rights m a male-donrin- 
■Wfo ephnw. - 
indanl.^’kfc • . Mujur«i 35. is minister of com- 
cits ninniiy development in President 

Robert -Mugabe's govemraenr 

fimk rhx- new Kvrli> ; n m 


own way, -as daunting as the old 
mo- g osat. 

“We Save come a tong way 
2 “* since independence, but there is 

' 5*® a. tot of work to be done 
^ ntVa le?n ’educating people about women’s 
!£cr . rights," she said in an interview. 

®c mo, .Women, were a strong force in 
I® Mr. aj the. seven-year .war that ended 
n * ne llecadcs of whitc minority 
’nterenej - pile and transformed Rhodesia, a 
* te ntjr, ! Jz.: British colony, into independent, 
eD °ogii( iJ ■ black-ruled Zimbabwe. 
s ^Wcern In the rivil war, she said, "we 

***% fought side by side with our men 
^ericaj fa \ and they realised we deserved 
-a-vis the puT' *hat we were asking - laws 
ae ® s - Usokb ff v i n 8 women equal rights.** 
5rge; j| ■"*. Many women ferried arms, shel- 
ply to reSZ- ,efed fighters or were spies for 
ion u» the insurgents. Others engaged in 

iman n.u* combat. It was said that Joyce 






i* Mi* 

>n feren a . 

f term. '. 


From rigour to rigour — time young women arc moving into the 
country for an altogether differed kind of war. 


tinau jjgiu. 

especially^ 

one Da*4. . 


combat. It was said that Joyce 
Mujuru was the first woman (u 
shoo! down a Rhodesian heli- 


ine ugoji , copier. 

'• Since independence, laws that 
a0 rai once barred them from certain 

;S gZbT^ 4 jobs denied them full legal 

, t0 fa*® Be rights have been repealed . They 

HamUa 1 can make contracts, own land and 
"*• 00 toflfer regarded legally as 
hov 0*1”^ minors. ' 

f- wadi;, Bui s woman historian, who 

® kpc asked not io be identified, said : 
. j d «e “women have retrogreessed since 
, ves by phfc:- independence. They only made 


fl “se 

ladle* ofthe.T 
ihould not ^ 
isdvesby^ 


ol teaefaen Qk-j progress because of their con- 
!Ve 18 a m tribution to the war, but now men 


in government are ... asserting 
tracbiiona! atiirudes. “ 

Turmoil has accompanied 
change in this African nation uf 
9.5 million people . more than 
half of whom are women. 

Wife beating, rape and tv by 
murders arc on the rise. Repons 
appear almost daily of newborns 
found abandoned in ditches, tos- 
sed into bushes, jammed into 
sewer pipes, even buried alive. 

Elizabeth Rider of womens 
action group, blames, the "baby 
dumping" and illegal backstreet 
abortions on economic and social 
stresses facing women. 

"Changes in traditional culture 
are not keeping up with rapid 
urbanisation, and women are tak- 
ing the brunt of it.” she >uid. 

In African villages, grand- 
mothers and aunts traditionally 
advise young girls about sex. 
Without that help, many school- 
girls in cities and towns become 
pregnant. Rider said. 

Faced with expulsion from 
school and shame in a culture that 
ostracise single mothers, they 


often have little choice hut self- 
induced abortions, and .some 
even kill their babies, she Mini. 

Farm women still do most of 
the work in the fields while men 
sit under the decs drinking home- 
brew. 

"Mv husband dix;s the plan- 
ning and I do the work," said 
Susan Mjrcwo. a farmer til north- 
eastern Zimbabwe. 

Male judges carry traditions 
touted tn polygamy and male 
domination into their cour- 
trooms. 

One magistrate, after hearing 
the cise ul man who beat his 
wile to death because she lefuscd 
to cook nun a meal, fined the 
man 25'J Zimbabwe dollars |$100) 
and set him free. The woman had 
“asked for trouble,” the judge 
said. 

Another obstacle to sexual 
equality is the bride price. A cow 
and two goats were considered a 
good sun) 50 years ago. but some 
fathers now demand several 
thousand dollars for n university- 
educated daughter. 


National Bloc criticises cabinet 


q officials save 
to shew feme 
izsns, arc dear 
r delegation w 


Idn'tdoitori; 

tie for 


(Continued from page 1) 


Committee of the House, listed 
- eight pomts outlining the bloc's 
“opinion oo the government's 
performance.” These included 
die government's economic poli- 
cy, supply of basic food commod- 
ities, water and agriculture, 
municipal affairs, health services, 

ymrtb aflafrs; public administra- 
tion and investigations into cor- 
ruption cases. 

“On the economic front the 
Hoc recognises that the govern- 
ment bad not submitted a dear 
oconomiepojicy, but only settled 
for addressing certain problems,” 
the statement said. 

The statement criticised the 
prime oiKnaerfpr reneging on his 
promise dot to lift subsidies with- 
out oonsufttng Parliament. It also 
criticised the government for die 
lack of a comprehensive and dear 
agricultural policy. 

On the subject of investigation 
.into corruption cases, the state- 
ment criticised the government 
for taking a position of “negative 
neutrality" which “might abort 
the public demand” for thorough 
investigations. 

Ensour said the bloc was not 
asking the government to resign 
nor was ft asking for a reshuffle. 

■ ,r We only want the government 
to carry out its programme as 
contained in its policy statement 
upon which we gave it our confi- 
dence.” 

Ensour, 'who claimed the bloc 
tas a membership of 22 deputies 


including “some” ministers, 
hinted that his bloc may call for a 
new vote of confidence in the 
government. 

“This is only a signal.” he said 
of the bloc's statement. “It is in 
fact the second signal,” he said. 
“We believe that there is a need 
for a whole new crew (cabinet) 
that has the people's confi-. 
dence.” “There are many qual- 
ified people who have very good 
reputation” to fill the cabinet 
posts, be said. 

Ensour, a former minister of 
planning, said that the bloc was 
not happy with the limited 
reshufle of the cabinet two weeks 
ago. He said that the reshuffle 
was “weak" and only “mis- 
plaoed” ministers and that the 
National Bloc had not asked for 
the reshuffle. 

Ensour said that the statement 
he read was formulated by the 
bloc's members excluding cabinet 
members. Informed sources say 
that Minister of Tourism Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
Affairs Karim Al Dughmi axe 
both members of the bloc. They 
could not be reached for com- 
ment. 

Ensour described the bloc as 
centrist between the Islamists on 
the right and leftists. He de- 
scribed the members as “men of 
Jordan, the state and the regime, 
who want to preserve the Con- 
stitution and work within its 
framework.** 

Deputy Abdul Latif Arabiyat. 
spokesman of the 22-member 


Muslim Brotherhood in the 
House, said his group did not 
necessarily agree with all the 
points raised by the National Bloc 
since its programmes were drawn 
up much before the government 
of Mudar Badran was formed. 
“Our bloc is distinguished for its 
reform-oriented programmes 
with defined goals in parliamen- 
tary work, in drawing up projects 
and in reacting to different situa- 
tions in Parliament ,*’ Arabiyat 
told Jordan Television. 

He said his bloc, which has 
announced its programmes and 
objectives on numerous occasions 
before and after the vote of confi- 
dence in the Badran government, 
“believes in respecting differing 
viewpoints and reform program- 
mes.” 

Democratic Bloc Deputy Bas- 
sam Haddadin said members of 
his group had adopted a unified 
position vis-a-vis several issues 
discussed in the House, implying 
that the 12-member bloc did not 
always have a common position 
among its members on any given 
issue. Haddadin conceded that 
the bloc was not veiy well orga- 
nised and that efforts were con- 
tinuing to “reorganise and reacti- 
vate it.” He said the bloc's mem- 
bers were scheduled to hold a 
meeting next week in a bid to 
arrive al a joint platform. 

Deputy Mohammad Aiawneb, 
spokesman for the Independent 
Bloc in the House, said the basic 
motivation behind the formation 
of his group was to save time in 
proceedings in Parliament. 




in Jordan 


The natural progression for any International 
Company wishing to improve its service would be to 
create a local management network. This would mean all 
decisions could be made locally. 

This improvement would not only benefit you as a 
valued customer, but would benefit the region as a 
whole. 

To this end, and with the continued full support of 
IBM. their seven distributors created Gulf Business 


Machines - GBM. GBM, together with the 
distributors, employ the same highly skilled IBM 
personnel in Bahrain, Kuwait. 

Oman, Qatar, UAE and Jordan and ijTJOlVl! 
can call on, and share, additional 
specialist staff. 

GBM is market driven, flexible 
and committed to service excellence 
and customer satisfaction. 


Abu Dhabi ' Bahrain Dubai 

Gulf BmbKia Machines Bahrain Business Machines UCMC 
p.O. Box 2)3 P.O. Bo* SW P O Bo* 92ot» 

Tel: 34 51 65 Tel: 53 45 00 Tel 37 31 55 


Jordan Kuwait Oman 0-»mr 

Gulf nudum MbcMdcs (GBM) Urorafi Business Machines Gulf Business Machines GBM QaUu- 
PO Bo* 6410 P.O Box 4175 P.O. Box 169 PO Box v?,ij7 

Amman Tel 565 30 UU Tel: el) 2! 10 Tel. 43 53 ‘»5 

Tel: o7 01 71 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
, THE RELIABLE 




PACKMG. AIR FREIGHT 
PORWARtHKG. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AMD 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND; RESERVATIONS 




AMIN KAWAft&SONS 

NwTCL. 604676 604686 ^ 
VSS^p.o.bo* 7806 



TMrstftbnt 
Chinese Restatiiant 


l$C^ f jaba}Amman r near 
Abtiyyah Girts School. 

frfcemyBmliHi 


Open dafly 12ri»-3i30 p.m. 
-TcOOp.m.-Midniglit : 


CROWN 
INTI- EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging. 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


Agom as ewer me worta 

T*fc 864090, Fax: 990952 
Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 026497 
AMMAN JORDAN 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cutsine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming potis available 

T*km* w*ya*mOabi* 

Open daily 1200 - /> V 
18:00-23:50 

Wadi Saqra Road -near Trafiic 
Bndge 

Amman. Jordan 

s. Tel: 661922 / 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IMIMITEL 

iU 2 «|l|fs 


Amman -Tel 668193 
POBok 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


^ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, ^ Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing • 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight / 


STUDIO IIAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servirir 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
«in 3096 imrpor 

• From mnimrpm- 
mmnt 20 x 30 fan • 


Shmetsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 











LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 

AT 


TEL : 621 775 
TLX. 230 23 


FAX 656 270 
POB : 515 403 


AM MAN -JORDAN 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


T 4 i I : . T : Yi 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 1 
7.30-11.30 pm i 
After tea Philadelphia Hate! ! 
Tbwards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 




YOUR FIRST CHOICE IN 
SEARCHING FOR A 
PROPERTY 


Just Call Us 

Sales Dept. 833479 ^ 

Rental Dept^33478 fff 


For the best 
for your 
MONEY... 
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Comm nity divided over aid to Soviet Union 


. European leaders meet 
press ahead with unity 


DUBLIN (Agencies) — Britain 
insisted Monday it is premature 
to heed West German and French 
calls for immediate large-scale aid 
to the Soviet Union, as leaders of 
the European Community (EC) 
opened two days of talks. 

“Hie' question for us is not 
whether we assist the Soviet Un- 
ion... it is how,” a British govern- 
ment spokesman said as the lead- 
ers began their closed door meet- 
ing at the medieval Dublin castle. 

“We have to ask ourselves 
whether it makes sense to throw 
large amounts of money at the 
Soviet Union and whether it 
would not be much better to 
examine their real needs... and 
determine the best ways to assist. 
It is not exactly a deprived socie- 
ty," the spokesman saicL speak- 
ing' on condition of anonymity. 

At a news conference after the 
morning session. West German 
government spokesman Hans 
' Klein said it is “in the interests of 
the entire free world” to support 
the reforms set in motion by 
Soviet President Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev. 

Klein emphasised those reforms 
go beyond the Soviet Union to 
the democratic processes 
throughout Eastern Europe. 

West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl will explain his initia- 
tives, including a recently 
announced five billion West Ger- 
man mark ($3.1 billion) credit to 
the Soviet Union, Klein said. 

Klein acknowledged the Euro- 
pean leaders probably would not 
reach any. condusions at the Dub- 
lin meeting, but would instead 
formulate views in preparation 
for the seven-nation summit of 
leading industrialised nations 
next month in Houston. 


The leaders of die 12-nation 
EC immediately plunged into a 
discussion of forging ahead with 
plans to achieve closer political 
union and monetary and econo- 
mic ties by the end of 1992. 

“If the countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe have initiated a 
profound change in thezr political 
systems... there is no reason for 
holding up progre s s toward the 
achievement of an authentic 
European political union," said 
Enrique Barone, president of the 
518-member European parlia- 
ment. 

The leaders were expected to 
set a date in December for the 
start of a special intergovernmental 
conference on political union to 
run alongside one on economic 
and monetary union. 

Barone said the convening of 
the political conference “is a deci- 
sion which cannot be delayed.” 

In a sign of the changing times. 
East German Prime Minister 
Lothar de Maiziere was invited to 
attend 'Monday’s formal lun- 
cheon; hosted by Irish President 
Patrick J. Hillery. 

East Germany will become 
part of the community as it joins 
with its Western neighbour. 

Britain, backed by Portugal 
and Italy, was pressing for the EC 
to ease sanctions against South 
Africa in a firm signal of support 
for President F.W. de Klerk's 
reform moves. 

But British officials acknow- 
ledged they expected little action 
with South African blade leader 
Nelson Madela on a headline- 
grabbing visit to the United 
States, where he is urging no let 
up in embargos until apartheid is 
irrevocably dismantled. 

Kohl and French President 


Francois Mitterrand pushed 
Soviet aid to the top of die loose 
agenda with a call for a hefty and 
immediate aid package to help 
rescue the Soviet economy. 

“The matter is really urgent," 
Mitterrand said Friday. 

By providing large-scale aid, 
the Western nations are hoping 
Gorbachev would be encouraged 
to end his opposition to immedi- 
ate membership for a united Ger- 
many in the North Atlantic Trea- 
ty Organisation (NATO). 

The EC coordinates the work 
of 24 Western countires to funnel 
economic aid into other emerging 
democracies m Eastern Europe. 

The questions of how far to 
push an economic and monetary 
union and a political merger have 
sparked controversy. 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher has strongly 
opposed plans to set up a com- 
mon currency and European- 
wide system of central banks. 

“If you lose sovereignty over 
monetary and budgetary policy, 
you haven’t got much sovereignty 
left,” Thatcher, said over the 
weekend. 

She also has urged a cautious 
approach in creating a political 
onion of die dozen nations. 

Even so, the British said they 
will not block die convening of a 
special conference on political 
union. 

_ At a one-day summit in late 
April, the leaders committed 
themselves to forming doser poli- 
tical ties but were unclear about 
the final result. 

The Dutch gover nm ent Mon- 
day proposed creation a Euro- 
pean energy community aimed 
partly at helping the Soviet Union 
develop key resources. 



Growing tissue cuitare date palms hi a gran house 


Hew firm plans to export 
date palms by next year 


By P.V. Vsvekanacd 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN — Jordan will be 
exporting date palm plants to 
other Arab and North African 
countries by the first half of 
next year if plans drawn up by 
z new company are realised in 
full, according to company 
officials. 

The birth of the new com- 
pany. Applied Agriculture Re- 
search, a joint venture be- 
tween the Jordan Technology 
Gjroup (JTG) and an American 
biotechnology company — 
Esca Genetics of San Carlos, 
California — was formalised 
' Monday when the articles and 
memorandum association of 
the private shareholding 
entity were signed by JTG 
Chairman Jawad Ai Anani and 
Esca Genetics Chairman 
- .Raymond Moshy. a Lefcanesc- 
' American. 

According to Laith AI 
Qasem, business incubator 
manager of the Amman-based 
JTG, the company, the first 
joint venture of its kind in the 
Middle East, holds the 
monopoly for the "most suc- 
cessful” biotechnology related 
to developing date palm plants 
through tissue culture. 

"There is a huge market in 
the region — tile Middle East 
and North Africa — for date 
pclm plants.” Qasem told the 
Jordan Times. He noted that 
five to six million fruit-bearing 
date palms were destroyed in 
Iraq's Basra region during the 
eight-year Gulf war while pets 
are d aiming a good part of the 
trees in North African coun- 
tries. 

The date palm plants ex- 
pected to be produced by Ap- 
plied Agriculture Research in 
Amman “will be erf the highest 
yield and totally disease free,” 
according to Qasem. In addi- 
tion, he said, the technology 


the company owns can also 
ensure that all its products are 
“female” plants. 

The initial capital of the 
company is JD 200,000 shared 
equally by the JTG and Esca 
Genetics, but it would need to 
be raised to $2.7 million soon if 
it is to produce dale palm 
plants by the first half of 1991. 
said Qasem indicating that Ap- 
plied Agriculture Research 
was seeking local as well as 
foreign investment. 

In the meantime, the com- 
pany will be producing tissue 
cultures for ornamental plants 
and flowers as well as fruit- 
bearing plants such as apple, 
citrus, peaches etc. to generate 
income, he added. The com- 
pany envisages that its total 
production in the first years 
will be around 500,000 tissue 
culture plants, including 50,000 
date palms, and most of the 
production will be exported. 
The expected turnover for the 
first year is around $1 million, 
expected to rise to $8 million in 
seven years. 

According to Qasem, date 
palms could also be planted 
and bred in Jordan with proper 
methods. “We are willing to 
offer advise on the -right 
methods if anyone is in- 
terested,” he said. 

It is expected that the new 
company will set up its facili- 
ties such as laboratories, 
greenhouses and controlled en- 
vironment breeding farms in' 
the Jordan Valley. 

The only other facility which 
uses tissue culture technology 
in Jordan is another private 
sector company involved in 
producing ornament flowers 
and plants. 

Qasem noted * that Esca 
Genetics is involved in con- 
ducting research for several 
major food manufacturers in 
the United States. It leads re- 
search firms in several biotech- 


nological areas, he said. 
Among its achievements are 
“seed potato farming” — to 
replace the traditional tuber 
planting to produce potatoes 
— as well as a “salty wheat” — 
wheat that could be cultivated 
in heavily saline soil, he added. 

In the field of date palms, 
there are five or six other 
companies in Europe and else- 
where, but Esca Genetics has a 
proven record of “one hundred 
per cent success,” according to 
Qasem. He said the company 
had supplied date palms to 
Saudi Arabia and “none of 
them died... and tins is what 
we call hundred per cent soc- 


He also expressed hope that 
the initialisation of a project 
which has a monopoly market 
will encourage others holding 
monopolies in the internation- 
al market to “take advantage 
of the comp ara tive technical 
advantages they have in Jor- 
dan.” 

According to Qasem. the 
establishment of Applied Agri- 
culture Research is inline with 
the JTG's policy of encourag- 
ing foreign investments for loc- 
al industries involving export- 
oriented, high-tech products. 

The JTG was established in 
October 1988, and sharehol- 
ders in its JD 1.3 million capit- 
al are the Royal Scientific Soci- 
ety (RSS), the Industrial De- 
velopment Bank (CDB), the 
Jordan Commercial Centres 
Corporation, the Pension Fund 
and the Yannouk University 
Pension Fund. 


JTG has already initiated 
several other projects, includ- 
ing production of a East-attack 
vehicle and night vision gog- 
gles for military purposes, 
computers and thermal im- 
ages. and has signed an agree- 
ment with an American com- 
pany to coproduce light heli- 
copters. 



Abdel Had! Kandeel 


Egypt 
to sustain 
current oil 
production 


NICOSIA (R) — Egypt will 
continue to produce 870,000 
barrels per day (bpd) of oil 
during the next few years, the 
Middle East Economic Survey 
(MEES) quoted Egyptian Oil 
Minister Abdel Hath Kandeel 
as saying. 

Kandeel told the Nicosia- 
based newsletter in an inter- 
view published Monday Egypt 
currently produced around 
872,000 bpd of crude and 752 
million cubic feet of natural 


Egypt would meet any in- 
crease in domestic energy de- 
mand from its growing gas 
reserves, MEES quoted Kan- 
deel as saying. 

Projects under consideration 
would increase Egypt’s gas 
production to around 1.1-1. 2 
billion cubic feet a day by 1992 
and stay at that level- through 
die 1990s, he said. 

The minister said Egypt had 
4.5 billion barrels of proven 
erode reserves and 11 triffion 
cubic feet of round gas. 

Italy’s ENI sabridiary, the 
International Egyptian Oil 
Company, had discovered 
move oil and gas last week, be 
said. 

The gas find estimated at 
around five billion cubic 
metres was located 30-40 
kfiometres southwest of the 
Abu Madi gas field in die Nile 
delta. It was not yet known if 
this was a separate field. 

A small oil field yielding 
around 1.100 bpd of Kkigh quali- 
ty 39.5 API sulphur-free crude 
was also discovered in die 
Kanyanis concession in the 
western desert 300 kilometres 
west of Cairo. 

Kandeel said Egypt had re- 
cuced growth in domestic ofl 
consumption to an annual rate 
of around two per cent in the 
past few years from 14 per cent 
in the early 19805. 

This was in response to con- 
servation measures, Higher 
domestic fuel prices and rising 
gas consumption, be said. 

The minister tokl MEES he 
had banned all new oil explora- 
tion activities in the Hurghada 
region in the southern part of 
die Gulf of Suez June 14 in 
response to pressure from en- 
vironmentalist groups and the 
tourism industry. 

The ban — covering 5,000 
square kilometres of the area 
renowned for its coral reefs, 
fishing, ami sandy beaches — 
would mean that three ex- 
ploration accords with Gulf 
Canada, Esso and Deminex 
would be scrapped, Kandeel 
said. The accords would not be 
presented to Egypt’s New Peo- 
ple’s Assembly for ratification. 

But the minister said ex- 
ploration would continue 
under strict conditions at the 
Hand field in the east Hurgha- 
da concession where oil and 
gas had already been found. 

He said Egypt — which is 
part of a group of independent 
producers which cooperate 
with OPEC on strategy — had 
suffered from the fell in o3 
prices during first-half 1990, 
but he hoped the trend would 
change by the end of August. 

“We tried to talk about ex- 
changing markets, but found 
that people were not ready to 
listen... that is because there 
are those who are benefitting 
from the negative develop- 
ments in the market,” Kandeel 
said. 
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Egypt-IMF talks 
end without accord 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) have failed to agree on how to reform* the Egyptian 
economy after two weeks of lintensive negotiations. Western 

economists said Sunday. ] . ■ >; 

A five-man IMF team left Cairo Sunday after a last mmnte visit 
by senior IMF Executive Abdel Shakoor Shaalan. 

“They are not on the verge of agreement, but progress .was 
made. They made constructive headway,’*, one econmmst said. 

Egypt is an accord that would lead to a rescheduling of 

part of its estimated $50 bOh'on foreign debt and open the way for 

fresh credits for development. , . _ • 

The economists said progress had been made in the rasttwo 
weeks in l e«*t some key areas, including reform of Egypt s 
currency and interest rate structures, reduction of its budget 
deficit and greater reliance on the private sector. 

Egypt has been negotiating with thc IMF for more than two 
years, but a deteriorating fin ancial situation in the last few months 
has made the need for' an accord much more acute, economists 
said. 


In the last six weeks Egypt raised prices on a wide range of 
goods, including cooking gas, petrol, food and locally produced 
dearcttes. A bike in electricity rates is widely expected. 


It also said it would amend an artificial exchange rate it uses to 
calculate wheat imports, oil and cotton exports and Suez Canal 
revenues and has hinted it may raise interest rates. 


German, French banks 
hold key to Trump’s debt 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — A anonymity. 

West German bank and a French “If there’s no deal, then other 
bank hold the key to tycoon he (Trump) come up with the 


Donald Trunm’s hopes of 
a $65-miIbon loan in the next two 
days and avoiding a default on a 
casino bond issue, a c c or d in g to a 
banking source. 

The U.S. mega-developer has 
been with a syndicate of 

hanks in recent weeks in an effort 
to work out a complex restructur- 
ing and avert what could be a 
string of defaults in Tramp’s real 
estate and casino empire. 

Under a proposed plan, the 
banks would extend Trump 
money to make overdue pay- 
ments on the bond issue and 
suspend some payments on his $2 
bflhon in bank loans in exchange 
for equity in some of his prop- 
erties. 

Tramp's mam banks — Citi- 
bank, Chase Manhattan, Bankers 
Trust and Manrfactnrers Hanov- 
er — have agreed to the restruc- 
turing. 

But Dresdner Bank AG and 
Sodete Generate, which own 
parts of some Trump loans 
arranged by Chase, are balking at 
terms of the deal, a banker with 
knowledge of the talks said. 

‘If they don’t agree, there 


cash from some other source... or 

he and perhaps declares 

bankruptcy on the casino and 
related properties.” 


Dresdner has loaned nearly $15 
million to Trump secured by 
Trump Tower. It is opposing the 
re s t ru cturing because the (teal 
would put a new lien on the 
Manha ttan commercial and re- 
sidential skyscraper, the source 
said. 


Three Japanese banks with 
nmihr loans are expected to 
agree to the deal fonnaBy Mon- 
ti^ after having expressed strong 
reservations last week, the source 
said. 


Sodete Generate has a less 
than 10 per cent stake in a $200 
milli on loan financing acres of 
abandoned railroad yards on the 
west side of Manhattan, on which 
Trump had planned to bnild the 
world's tallest skyscraper. 


The restructuring ' would sus- 
pend interest payments on that 
loan for “at least a couple of 
years,” the 'Source said. In ex- 


won“t be'any “drol?"idd, "wW.ge* a 
source, who spoke .on conditiqji-.i. 51 ^ 6 Tower, he said. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, June 25, 1999 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dofiar 
Pound Stating 
Dcotscfacmarfc 
Swia franc 



P-n 

French franc 

1183 

1193 

9CH 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

429.2 

4313 

668.0 

672.0 

Dutch guilder 

353.7 

355.8 

1151.5 

1158.4 

Swedish crown 

110.0 

110.7 

397.9 

4003 

Itafiaa lire (for 100) 

54.3 

54.6 

472J> 

475.4 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

1943 

1933 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midscssion 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.7295.7305 
1.1840/50 
1.6780/85 
1.8870/80 
1.4095/4105 
34.38/43 
5.6280/6330 
1229/1230 
155.60/70 
6.0725/75 
6.4550/4600 
6.3875/3925 

One ounce of gold 351.80/352.30 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


EC partners for aid 


DUBLIN (R) — Greece’s new conservative prime minister, 
Constantine Mitsotalds, appealed Monday to his European Com- 
munity (EC) partners for special aid to bolster die struggling Greek 
ec on om y , EC officials said. 

Mitsotalds, who made the appeal during the first day of the EC 
s ummit , <fid not cfirectiy ask for a loan from the EC to help it 
through economic difficulties. Bat EC officials said it was dear that 
the most important way the community could help would be 
through a major bridging credit. 

They said the Greek leader explained to the summit his plans to 
reform the economy and said the government needed help from its 
11 partners to see the programme through. 

Mhsotakis asked the summit to include in Its final communique a 
paragraph instructing the EC executive commission to draw up 
plans to assist the Greek economy. 

The commission has been critical of the handling of the Greek 
economy and in March — just before the election which brought 
Mitsotalds to power — sent a strongly-worded letter to Athens 
calling for a radical overhaul of its economy or Greece would fall 
seriously behind the other 11. 

If measured by economic output per person, Greece last year fell 
below Portugal to become the community's poorest country. 

Since the election, the commission has softened its criticism and 
pledged technical assistance to help the new government. 

EC -Commission President Jacques Ddors wants Greece’s 
economic problems settled “within the family” of the EC rather 
than with help from the International Monetary Fund or other 
outside organisations, officials say. 

But the commission has been cautious about a new loan. EC 
officials said none of a 1985 credit of 1.75 billion European 
cur rency units ($2.1 billion) to rid its economy has yet been repaid. 
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horoscope 


- FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JUNE 26,1990 - 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll FUghter Founda&xi^. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good day to add whatever art, 
charm, colour or culture waded to 
. beautify and harmonise your per- 
sonal surroundings. Don’t wavers 
Decide what you want to accom- 

pUsh DOW and go after it with high 

energy. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You. early iterative a new way to 

achieve ‘whatever your usual activi- 
ties require in order that they may 
produce more abundant results for 
you. t " 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Some change of {dans where some 
entertainment .or recreation hi con- 
cerned would bring yon more plea- 
sures and a greater ability to show 
your talents. t . . . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Consider well how matters, are 
unfolding beneath your own roof 
and be alert to some advanced 
means by which you can add to 
comfort, efficwDcy there. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can find the right 
word, phrase and sentence now to 
put across views to those wife 
whom you have any important or 
usual contact. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Some- 
thing comes up of a financial or 
practical nature that needs to be 
carefully s c r utiniz ed in order to 
understand and handle it in a 
sensible manner. 


hqw to attend tosome personal 
matter fating you and need to use 
the most practical approach -to 
' . rightly solve, ; : * 

riKBA: /September 23 to October 
22) You have many intimate- con- 
cerns to -take care of today and 
should accomplish most by taking 
them in stride one at a that. 1 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novtm- 
. ber 21) Personal goals shouMmost 
animate you and you find that 
experienced friends and acquaint- 
-ances wBl aid yenr to obtain these 
subjective wishes. - r ’\. ... 

SAGrTTARTUS: (November -22 to 
December. 21). Be. ready, to. go 
along with whatever is suggested in ; 
your vocational interests % .those, 
-who have any control ovaryoar ; 
outside, interests.- 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Some newcomer can 
give you ideas that shows how.best 
to get the things that you desire the 
most and can' soon become, a very 
^HasTfrieodT •' -. - ..Y-r- 


'AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19£Pot more enthusiasmtoday 
- .in wbatevcr'yom~ business opportu- 
nities happen to-be and yoU-wiil be 
able; to have far better results than, 
ever before. • ■ 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You are at sixes and sevens just 


. PISCES: (February 20 to' March- 
' 20) Much discussion with a sensi- 
tive assoefatfrean b ring tolight the 
congenial a$pectsof your rela- 
tionship and how to' improve some 
joint project.. • . •-* 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by-SaontalK. flj g n if : 


ACROSS 
1 Soft drink 
5 To one dde 
10 Mlneo and . 


MagUe 
14 Finished 


15 Actor Alain 

16 Arduous 
Journey 

17 Salinger opus 

(with "The") 

20 Mode or carte 

21 Helper abbr. 

22 Speak 
pompously' 

23 Location . . 

24 GirTs hat 

25 Christie 
character 

28 — off (leavefy- 

30 'Tell — and 
stick to ir 
(Swinburne) 

31 Once. upon — 

32 Medico 
35 Pause 

39 Skedaddle - 

40 Sea eagies 

41 Diva's soio 

42 Confronted 

43 Halve . - 
45 Dawn 

48 Sandhill 

49 Sound from - 
280. . 

50 Larg e pear 

51 Eggs 

54 Found with a 
smoking gun 

58 Church part 

59 Wander 
69 Particle ' 

61 Wing: pref. 

62 Mountain 
chain 

63 School dance 



ftlsMTrtbona Madto Samoa*, Inc. , - j. 

AM ItigMa teamed - ■■.= 

. . - - - S atorda y 's tete Sofirtt 

8 Actor Lef Oman. 


DOWN 

1 Caesar's 
partner 

2 Face shape 

3 smile be 
your-." 

4 Curve 

5 R deles" 
8 Instrinslcally 
7 Dismounted 


9 Dynamite 

10 “Tristram / . 
Shandy" 

.- author 

11 Scot. Island - 
111 Philippine • 

• • island 
13 Trapshooting : 
18 Orest 
18 FBI man 

23 Unusual: abbr. 

24 Rop 

25 Speed . 
measure word 

26 Jal 

27 Service 

28 Charger 

29 Sound far 'a 
villain . 

31 Diarist Frank 

32 Devil's lead-in 

33 Of the aars 

34 Converse 

36 Rraalde 

37 Killer whale 

38 Let up 


finnn nra/ifuri rcnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnrjnnnran 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnrannnm ,~nnn 
nnnn rDnnnnnnn 
nnonn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn n am 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnninn nnnn 
nnnn nnmnm 
nnnnn rannn nnn 
nmnnnrannnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


42 Counterfeiter . 

43 White House 
residents 

44 Peruvian 

45 Show biz org. 

46 111- fitting . 

47 Stimulate 

48 SWestep 


50 Flex- 

51 Bouquet 

52 Turn down --: 

53 Genesis name 
56 Refrain - 

syllable . • - 

56 Operated 

57 Bite 
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THE BETTER HALF 


■u U«wl* 


“I forget what I was cooking. 
It’s either catfish, butterscotch 
pudding, or salad. 




LOUFT 


Mpfaii 


BSES 

Bi 
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Answer hare: 


Yew**, I Jwfctar PROBE DELVE aDJO» 
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Shocked Brazil weeps 
after World Cup defeat 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Soc- 
cer-mad Brazilians wailed and 
wept in the streets Sunday after 
the national team was beaten by 
Argentina and eliminated from 
the World Cup. 

As the final whistle blew in 
Turin, sealing Brazil’s 1-0 defeat, 
Rio's normally exuberant citizens 
fell into a stunned silence. 

Heads bowed, they streamed 
away from the giant television 
sets in the streets and started to 
rip down the flags and streamers 
suspended from lamp-posts and 
balconies. 

Police along the main beach- 
front avenue in Rio slumped 
weeping over the wheels of their 
patrol cars, oblivious to rampag- 
ing fans who were smashing 
themselves against the shutters or 
nearby buildings and lobbing bot- 
tles into the air. 

In Sao Paulo, street bands for- 
lornly packed up their equip- 
ment. ‘There's nothing to dance 
about now. Forget it,” said one 
guitarist. 

The mood of despair and sad- 
ness stretched right across the 
nation. In southern Florianopo- 
lis, only a few hundred kilometres 
from the border with Argentina, 
the few cars in the streets had- 
black pennants attached to their 
radio aerials. 

‘Tve got the ciy of ‘goal' stuck 
in my throat," said one fan in 
Rio, referring to the many mo- 
ments in the game when a domi- 
nant Brazil almost, almost scored 
— but never did. 

The crowd’s anger was mostly 
directed at coach Sebastiao 
Lazaroni, whose defensive play- 
ing strategy has been despised by 
Brazilians who remember the gol- 
den days of Pele. 

‘Tm going to support Came- 
roun now because they've got a 
for better team titan our scum,” 
one supporter said. “They have 
guts. Tliey know how to score a 
goal when it counts." 

Brazil's bitterly disappointed ■ 
players were still inconsolable 
Monday as they made their ear- 
liest World Cup exit for 24 years. 

"Diego (Maradona) came to 
the dressing-room to try to con- 
sole me but it was impossible," 
lamented Maradona's - Napoli 
teammate Careca, almost in 
tears. 

A moment, of wizardry from 
Maradona ended Brazing dream 
of a record fourth World Cup 
when they were toppled 1-0 after 
running Argentina ragged 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft T ANN AH HIRSCH 

1990 Tribune Madia Sankaa. Inc. 


THE POWER OF THE TRUMP SUIT 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* A Q 8 5 2 
9 K J 9 
v A3 

* A K 3 

WEST EAST 

# J 10 * K 9 7 6 3 

S’ 7 4 S’ 6 5 2 

0 K J 9 6 5 4 •} 10 7 

*852 *974 


SOUTH 

* 4 

V A Q 10 8 3 
C Q 8 2 

* Q J 10 6 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 9 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

5 <T 

Pass 

6 * 

Pass 

7 7 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lead: Jack of # 

We have only one thing to say to 
those of our readers who like to bid 
'em up. You had better be sure of 
card-play technique, or have a fat 
wallet! 

North's hand, with its ruffing val- 
ue and plethora of prime cards, was 
worth considerably more than its 
face value or 21 points in high cards. 
To describe this high-quality bean 
raise. North started by cue-bidding 
the suit in which he had the stron- 
gest holding. South's jump to five 
hearts showed a good hand, but no 
ace. Therefore, North's grand slam 


try of six clubs not only confirmed 
the king of that suit but both miss- 
ing aces as well — no sane person 
would look for a grand slam know- 
ing an ace was ^nissing. With four 
sure tricks in the club suit South 
elected to contract for the grand 
slam. 

The opening lead of the jack of 
spades dispelled any hope declarer 
might of had of a successful spade 
Finesse. However, declarer was 
quick to 5 pot that, because of the 
high hearts in dummy, he could 
claim bis grand slam as long as 
trumps were 3-2. It required a dum- 
my reversal and some careful 
handling. 

Declarer won the ice of spades 
and ruffed a spade in hand high. 
The ace and king of clubs and ace of 
diamonds provided three more en- 
tries for spade ruffs, all with high 
' trumps. A trump to dummy allowed 
declarer to draw three rounds, dis- 
carding two diamonds from hand. 
Two winning clubs in the dosed 
hand brought declarer’s total to 
13— one spade, one diamond, four 
dubs, three trumps and four spade 
ruffs! 

Available Is a two-for-onc 
package of DOUBLES booklets. 
For your copies send S3 to 
“GOREN DOUBLES." cue this 
newspaper, P.O. Box 4426, Orlan- 
do, Fla. 32802-4426. Make checks 
payable to “Newspaperbooks." 


Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


Bette Midler - Lily Tomlin 
in 


:Kcl:UW ' =WL- 


Performances: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 



Britain seeks I Argentines celebrate 


Spaniards | Ireland wins 


throughout Sunday's second 
round match. 

Other players also had difficul- 
ty coming to terms with defeat 
and midfielder Alemao said; “It 
is some sort of sick joke that we 
are now out of the competition.” 

The $)th minute breakaway 
goal by Qadio Canaggia capped 
virtually the only attack mounted 
by Argentina. 

"In 1986 we were knocked out 
by France in an even match but 
this is so much harder to take 
because we completely domin- 
ated the Argentines,'’ Careca 
added. 

The result gave holders Argen- 
tina their first ever World Cup 
victory over Brazil and justified* 
an earlier warning by former 
Brazilian star Pele. 

“If we keep playing like this we ; 
will be beaten by the first top- 
class team we meet," Pele said 
after the opening round. i 

Zico, one of a long line of i 
brilliant Brazilian playmakers, ! 
attributed Sunday’s defeat to a 
lack of midfield creativity. 

The unadventurous safety-first 
policy of Lazaroni has been wide- 
ly criticised, but even in defeat 
Lazaroni defended his 3-5-2 tac- 
tics. 

"The defeat does not mean the 
end of this system. The main 
problem was our inability to fin- 
ish off the chances we made," be 
said. “No system is more impor- 
tant than the talent of the players 
and I still insist that outs brought 
out the best in them.” 

Bnt change is still on the cards 
because Lazaroni is due to take 
over Italian league dub Fiorentma 
and his successor would be a 
brave man to stick with tactics 
thoroughly detested by Brazil’s 
fans. 

Some, dejected and in tears 
after the matd), doubted whether 
the world would ever again mar- 
vel at the kind of football seen in 
Brazil’s golden era when they 
won three World Cups between 
1958 and 1970. ' 

“In the old days our team were 
all based in Brazil but now most 
of them are playing abroad and 
are forced into a different style," 
one said. Only three of Sunday’s 
team were home-based. 

But there is no doubt that 
Brazil’s huge pool of talent will 
ensure the team will bounce back 
and be among the favourites for 
tbe 1994 World Cup in die United 
States. 


to stay atop 
Belgium 

BOLOGNA (R) — England, 
missing tbe drive and sheer pre-' 
sence of captain Bryan Robson, 
will be seeking to maintain a 
historic soccer dominance' over 
Belgium and clinch a place in the 
World Cup quarter-finals 
Tuesday. 

Belgium, who finished third in 
the 1986 finals in Mexico, have 
beaten England only once in 17 
meetings and it is 55 years since 
they last won — 3-2 in Brussels. 

But history will count for little 
when the teams meet for the first 
time since the riot-marred 1-1 
draw in Turin during the 1980 
European championship finals. 

Only two players survive from 
that game which marked the em- 
ergence of Belgium as major 
force under the wily Guy Thys. 
They are defender Eric Gerets 
and striker Jan Ceulemans, Bel- 
gium's soccer that day. 

Belgium, under Thys, will be 
keen to improve not only on their 
previous record but also show tbe 
sort of form which swept aside 
Uruguay during their opening 
round fixtures in Group E. 

Like England, who won Group 
F, they have a team built on 
experience and a once solid, but 
now ageing, defence. 

But while England qualified for 
the finals without conceding a 
goal and conceded only one in the 
opening round, Belgium let in 
five during the qualifying tourna- 
ment and a further three in 
Group E. 

Belgium's vulnerability to 
sharp counter-attacking teams 
was shown up by Spain in tbe 
opening round when they were 
without Gerets, through suspen- 
sion, and Leo Clijsters, Georges 
Grun and Bruno Versavel 
through injury. All are expected 
to return against England. 

Gerets, 36, sent off against 
Uruguay, will return to right back 
against England to mark John 
Barnes in what may prove to be 
one of the most influential duels 
of an encounter between two 
combative but contrasting teams. 

While Belgium, with the ele- 
gant Enzo Safe threading pin- 
point passes in midfield, possess 
several highly skilled players and 
tend to fill midfield and attack on 
the break. England rely on a . 
more direct approach and the 
marksmanship of Gary Lineker, 
top scorer in the 1986 finals in 
Mexico. 

England manager Bobby Rob- 
son is well aware of Belgium's 
potential if.Sdfo is allowed to 
control a game 


famous surprise victory keep 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tines cried, embraced and took to 
the streets shouting “Argentina, 
Argentina” as they celebrated 
their national soccer team's sur- 
prise 1-0 victory over Brazil Sun- 
day in tbe World Cup. 

Many could hardly believe cur- 
rent champions Argentina, who 
had barely made it past the first 
round, bad defeated the Brazi- 
lians, one of the favourites to win 
the tournament 

Television commentators sob- 
bed on camera thanking forward 
Claudio Caniggia for giving 
Argentina the winning goal. 

President Carlos Menem was 
as delighted as any. “It’s incredi- 
ble, it's incredible... we played 
badly, but a goal is a goal is a 
goal," be said in a television 
interview after tbe match. 

“The boys played hard, never 
considering themselves the 
underdogs. They lost their bear- 
ings during the first few minutes 
bnt then they pulled their act 
together and pinned a gold 
brooch on the match with 10 
minutes left to play with a spec- 
tacular goal,*' he added. 

Some said luck was on Argenti- 
na’s side this time around, as 
many of the Brazilians best shots 
hit the goalpost. 

"During the first half I thought 
we would lose, as they pinned us 
down in our goal area... but we 
won, we won,” said- office worker 
Jorge Quinones. 

“I'm so happy I feel like 
crying,” said sanitation worker 
Luis Souza. “They had a better 
team than we did, but we had a 
chance to score and we took it.” 

Hie expected World Cup battle 
Sunday of the South American 
giants turned into an Argentine 
ambush instead, laid by Diego 
Maradona. 

As Argentina marched, albeit 
unsteadily, into the quarter- 
finals, a perplexed Brazil were 
dumped but of tbe competition, 
completely at a loss to understand 
how they could rout the opposi- 
tion so completely and still lose. 

The answer was Maradona, a 
general with no real troops but 
with a faithful lieutenant in 
Claudio Caniggia. on hand to 
deliver the killer blow when the 
cause seemed hopeless. 

After 80 minutes ‘ of over- 
- whelming Brazilian pressure 
pushed the world champions to 
die brink of second round capi- 
tulation, Maradona found the 
perfect pass and Caniggia did tbe 
rest to give Argentina a 1-0 
second round win. 

“Brazil did not deserve to 


FOR A DIPLOMATIC FAMILY 
A VILLA NEEDED 

A Villa with 4 bedrooms, 2.sifting rooms, a dining room, furnished 
.kitchen, a garden, a garage, and should have a telephone, 
carpets, curtains, central heating, (approx. 300 sq. m.). 

Location: Abdoun, Shmeisani,' or near 5th Circle Jabal Amman. 

Tel. 671530, or 671526 from 8:30 ajm. to 1:30 p.m. 


A Sri Lanka or a Filipino .woman wanted full time with full 
accommodation. 

Pis. contact telephone no. 814930. 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, one of them is master, three 
bathrooms, maid room with a bathroom, three salons, indepen- 
dent entrance and central heating, JWICO kitchen, intercom. 
Location; between the 7th and 8th Circles. 

Please call tal. 614958, 810609. 


GOOD JOB OFFER FOR FEMALE TEACHER 

A Jordanian School teacher with a University Degree in 
Education and adequate teaching experience in Arabic and 
English -ts wanted. The teacher will also be responsible for 
supervising sports activities and encouraging extra-curricular 
interests. 

International experience, fluency in English, a creative, 
intellectually-oriented personality and an enthusiastic disposition 
are also required. 

Good salary and career opportunities offered. 

Applications together with references and a photo- 

graph should bo sent to: 

P.O. Box 102104 
Amman, Jordan 


lose,” Maradona said afterwards, 
a cherubic look of innocence' on 
his face if be was aware that 
something akin to divine in- 
tervention had taken place. 

It was the understatement of 
the World Cup finals. Tbe match 
was as one-sided as West Ger- 
many’s crushing 5-1 win over tbe 
United Arab Emirates or 
Czechoslovakia's victory over the 
United States by tbe same score. 

But Brazil somehow failed to 
score and their trainer Sebastiao 
Lazaroni, whose team hit the 
woodwork three times, was as 
bewildered as anyone. 

"It's difficult for me to explain 
this result after we played so well 
and creatively and did everything 
except score,” he said. 

“We tried our hearts out and 
nobody could ask any more of us. 
We had at least 12 good scoring 
chances in the match," he noted. 

Since losing the opening match 
to Cameroun, Argentina's short- 
comings as a team have been 
painfully obvious. 

Relying almost totally on one 
player and on a large element of 
luck, they hardly rate comparison 
with the team which won the 1986 
World Cup in Mexico. 

So far, the combination of 
Maradona and good fortune has 
worked and they go on to a 
quarter-final dash with Spain or 
Yugoslavia in Florence Saturday 
praying that the Gods will smile 
on them yet again. 

They were extremely fortunate 
to get through their group. Had 
the referee spotted Maradona’s 
handball on his own goal-line, 
they might not have beaten the 
Soviet Union. 

Tbe point they gained against 
Romania to dinch qualification 
was also right against tbe run of 
play. 

Tbe Argentine goal in that 
game, a Pedro Monzon header, 
was also made by Maradona. 

Plagued by a knee injury and 
with a swollen left ankle which 
required five pain-killing injec- 
tions at halftime in Sunday's 
match, Maradona is rarely able to 
show what a genius he is. 


Yugoslavs 

wondering 

VERONA (R) — Yugoslav man- 
ager Ivica Osim Monday delayed 
a decision on whether to bolster 
his attack or his defence for foe 
World Cup second round clash 
with Spain. 

Keeping his options open until 
foe last minute, Osim named 10 
of the team he mil field Tuesday 
but said he still had to make his 
final choice. 

Osim confirmed he would keep 
striker Darko Pancev — who 
scored twice against foe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) to secure 
Yugoslavia's place in foe second 
round . — as well as bring back 
Srecko Katanec after a knee in- 
jury. 

The team wiO be based on foe 
side that played the second half 
against the UAE. Osim said the 
last remaining place will be de- 
cided between defender Vujadin 
Stanojkovic and striker Zlatko 
Vujovic. 

Spanish manager Luis Suarez 
has already named an unchanged 
team from the one which beat 
Belgium last Thursday. 

Suarez said Monday that team- 
work, and not one individual star, 
would win the game. 

"It's foe team that counts," 
Suarez said after a training ses- 
sion at Verona stadium. 

“There’s been criticism against 
strikers who haven't, scored, 
another day it's the midfield who 
are attacked,” he said. 

Suarez was confident his squad 
contains plenty of potential 
match winnerc, not just midfiel- 
der Michel who has scored four 
goals so far. 

“We’ve got five or six players 
who can do it," he said. "Michel 
has been hailed as a phenomenon 
but another day it will be some- 
one else who’s the hero.” 

Spain's captainand striker Emi- 
lio Butragueno, whose turn to 
shine again is long overdue, did 
not intend to allow his own goal 
famine to get him down. 


CAR FOR SALE 


Suzuki Jeep SJ 410, soft top. red’ colour, 1983 model, 
68,000 kms, in a very good condition. Duty paid 

For more Information please call tel. 711886 


Target: Serving yon toward cleaner ambience 


f p \ 

’SOTEE. 


SRVEG COMPRNV over 11 years experience 


☆ Best cleaning services 
<r Carpet dry clean - 

Scrubbing and shining tiles and marbles. 

Call Tel. 698930 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 

1 988 Jeep Suzuki Vitara JLX, EPI model — white; 4 WD/5 speed; 
removable canvas top, 5GT + 4 Eagle (Good Year) tires; power 
mirrors; power windows; power locks/power children safety 
locks, 18,000 km; tilt steering; guard set; 2 frame hooks; 2 spot 
lights/log light switch; JD 7,300 or best offer. 

Pis. call tel. (679321). 


FOR SALE 

Persian Angora pedigree snow white kittens. 

Call Vic Tel. 819194 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 


UNIQUE TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

A Jordanian female teacher with the following qualifications is 
wanted on a full-time basis to help young children with their 
school work and extra-curricular activities: 

1- University Degree, preferably in Education 

2- Fluency in Arabic and English 

3- Exposure to different cultures through living/9tudying abroad 

4- Experience and good interaction with children 

5- A dynamic, energetic, cheerful and sports-oriented personal- 
ity. 

Kindly tend resume and a recent photograph to: 
P.O. Box mi 
Amman, Jordan 


penalty shoot-out 
against Romania ; 

GENOA (R) — Ireland Mazed to a 5-4 win ill a 
dramatic penalty shoot-oat against Romania Mon- 
day to reach the World Cap quarter-finals after a 
lacklustre 0-0 extra-time draw. 


Tbe first penalty shoot-out of 
the tournament took the excite- 
ment to fever pitch after 120 
- minutes in which thrills were thin 
on foe ground. 

Tbe teams were level at 4-4 in 
tbe shoot-out until Irish goal- 
keeper Pat Bonner saved Roma- 
nia’s fifth penalty from Daniel 
Timofte. 

Veteran David O’Leary then 
slotted home the fifth for Ireland 
to send his team through to a 
quarter-final meeting with Italy 
or Uruguay in Rome Saturday. 

Timofte, a 22-year-old extra- 
time substitute, hit the ball to the 
right of Bonner who maintained 
his excellent World Cup form 
with a spring-heeled dive. 

One nail-biting minute later a 
O’Leary, also an extra time sub- 
stitute, drove home a fierce shot 
to send Ireland through to the last 
eight and cause yet another 
World Gip upset. 

It was a dream finish for Ire- 
land, the runners-up in group F 
who had not been expected to 
make any further progress in 
their first World Cup. 

O’Leary’s penalty took Ire- 
land's unbeaten run to 17 match- 
es but inflicted a cruel blow to 
Romania, who had fought hard in 
a tough physical match. 

The thousands of Irish fens at 
the match erupted into song and 
dance as Manager Jack Chariton, 
too nervous to watch the penal- 
ties, went immediately to Roma- 
nian Manager Emerich Jenei to 
shake his band. 

At the same time Timofte 
looked a thoroughly wretched fi- 
gure as he replayed foe missed 
penalty in his mind. 

All four previous Romanian 
shots had been bang on target 
and foe inexperienced Dinamo 


Bucharest midfielder knew he 
would live with the nightmare for 
years to come. 

Until the penalty, shoot-out, 
the match was a tough, physical 
affair that got bogged down in 
midfield and was more notable 
for graft than skill. 

Ireland broke up the Roma- 
nian's neat, skilful game with 
hard tackling and tireless running 
and never gave them time to 
settle on the ball. 

But although both sides had 
chances, a goalless draw always 
seemed likely during the 90 mi- 
nutes of normal time and inaccu- 
rate finishing showed little inv 
provment during foe extra half- 
hour. 

Romania, runners-up in Group 
B behind Cameroun after beating 
foe Soviet Union and drawing 
with Argentina, dominated the 
first half-hour by getting a grip on 
■midfield. 

loan Sabau made several surg- 
ing runs from the halfway mark 
and playmaker Gheorgbe Hagj 
showed touches of his extrava- 
gant skills. 



r 4 RENT ] 

Many villas and apartments E 
for rent & sale furnished orjj 
unfurnished in Abdoun, Um| 
Uthekia. Sweifieh and many* 
Mher locations. 

For more details please cai/u 

ABDOUN REALf 

RSYATTC! 

TMs 'j 

810609,810609 I 
Fax: 810920 | 


, Exquisite Apartment For Rent—: 

A highly furnished modem ground floor apartment consisting of 
two bedrooms, two bathrooms, dining, a room sitting area 
Overlooking an in-door garden. Telephone and all other neces- 
sary facilities are available. 

Location: Wadi Saqra. 

For further details pit. contact telephone 673772 be- 
tween 9 «jn.-2 p.m. and from 4-6 p.m. 




. 


Go- 

And 

Look at 
Elegant 
Refined 
Interiors that 
Endures at 

tfaleuz ^alatL 

For those 

looking for something 
different 

Refined, modem and elegant 
furniture that endures. | 

$xle.xLz $xJum ® 


Next to Husslen Medical Center 
opens daily from 9:30 a.m - 1:30 p.m 
3:30 p.m - 7:30 p.m Tel. 833787 



Cinema 


CONCORD 


SENIOR WEEK 


Performances: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


r Cinema 

Tel: 6341441 


11 i mmm 


Tel: 675571 ■Cinema 



PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


Performances: 330, 6:15, 


Pe rfor m an ces: 3:30, 6:15, Uk3Q 
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Key Solidarity figures desert 
Walesa in first formal split ■ 


China 

allows 

dissidents 


Sri Lankan troops begin 
clearing Batticaloa mines 


' COLOMBO (AP) — Columns of ais by any group. 


■a 



foot soldiers and armoured cars Hie fighting broke out two 


WARSAW (AP) — Participants in a stormy meeting 
of Solkfauity political leaders In effect have laid to 
rest the united movement that only last year toppled 
Communist rftle in Poland, commentators said 
Monday. 


Chairman,** he continued, solved so they can create a move- 1 

addressing Walesa. meat that would ropport Mazo- fO I 63 V 6 

Mazowiedd stayed away from wiecfa _ another fonna leading w w 
the meeting. But in a speech in Sohtiaty - and remain £ I 1/ 
SzczednThe appealed for nation- true to Sohdrat/s histone rfeab. |Ul U.i\. 

al unity until the country com- Opening the meeting, Walesa 

pktes painful economic reforms, pleaded for the two rides to work PEKING fR) — Diss 


rolled into the eastern coastal weeks ago after a Tamil man 
town of Batticaloa Monday, claimed he was manhandled by 


clearing the streets of booby traps Sinhalese police. Tamil guerrillas 
and land mines laid by fleeing then, attacked a string erf police 


Tamil guerrillas. 


stations in the east The bkiod- 


PEK3NG (R) — Dissident srien- 


" “What has ended is not only 
the time of heroic solidarity, ” 


ing the Gtizens Committee to 
members of other political 


“The greatness of the tasks we out proWems together through tist Fang Lizfai And his wife, shel- 


said Konstantin Gebert, one of' groups 


tered in the U.S. embassy in 


the best-known Solidarity' jour- 
nalists, who uses the pseudonym 
Dawid -WarszawskL 
. “What has ended, simply put, 
is the idea of Solidarity as a 
united community fighting 
against evil, hi the auditorium 
they only issued the death certifi- 
cate,” Gebert wrote in Monday’s 
Zytie Warszawy daily. 

At Sunday's meeting. (S3 of 
Lech Walesa’s senior advisers 
and kmgtune allies in the move- 
ment broke ranks with him. They 
called in a letter for the dissolu- 
tion of the National Citizens 
Committee — Solidarity’s politic- 
al arms since 1988 — saying its 
fime had past. 

The 63 represent almost every- 
one in the original national 
Gtizens Committee , once Wale- 
sa’s closest allies in his struggle to 
make the Communists share pow- 
er with opposition forces. 

Bat now they differ with the 
union chairman over his critic- 
isms of the government of Prime 
Minister ’ Tadeusz Mazowiedri 
and- what Walesa considers the 
slow pace erf economic reform. 

The former allies also disagree 
with Walesa's drive to becom e 
president of Poland and his open- 


Waiesa, in a last-minute plea, 
delayed for one rodnth a vote by 
the entire 200-member commit- 
tee on the letter. 

“Let’s think it over. Maybe 
there are solutions for oar farther 
joint path,” the Solidarity' chair- 
man said. 

Technically, the 63 still remain 
in the committee and it is not 
dissolved. But for practical pur- 
poses, the division appears irre- 
concilable. 

Those lining up against Walesa 
include his best-known' lieute- 
nants in the Solidarity movement: 
Zbigniew Bujak, Adam Mfiduuk, 
Bronislaw Geremek, Jacek 
Karon, Henryk Wajec and 

Wladyslaw Frasynhik. 

'’This is no longer a committee 
whose wisdom the chairman 
uses,” said Bujak, the l ea d e r of 
underground Solidarity daring 
the martial-law years. “This is a 
committee where a s tr a n ge con- 
test for position b -taking place. 
Whoever supports, whoever flat- 
ters, rece i ve s a post. That mean 
that my participation in the com- 
mi t te e b ending. 

“Besides, just as I <fid not 


are facing today requires an ca 9‘* ld . discussions. _ tered in the U.S. embassy in 

emphasis on going through the But sajM ^me, Walesa since last June, left China 

orort difficuK time together. ...It strengthened his bold on tbe com- ^ jj r j ta j n Monday after,, 
requires a broad democratic con- nuttee by winnmg the respation Qjj ncsc officials said, they 
senses and avokfing a demagogic- ™ Wuj cc, th e committee s tong- “signs of repentance.” 

al bidding war” of politica] prom- to™* sec retary,,, w ho had sided pang ^ hjs wife, Li Sbuxian, 
ises, Mazowiedd said. W1 ™ «■* °PP® a “8 . . took refuge in the U.S. embassy 

■ The emotional debate among . saKi recc ? t entio- mi June 5, 1989, a day after the 

Gtizens Committee members »sms of the gove rnment, including Communist leadership sent 
was tinged with sadness and a 10 * rcatc . a 7^ at . , troops and tanks into Tiananmen 
anger. top,” have be<m intended to help Square to crush student-led pro- 

“I have a feeling that I have “* P™ 1 * munster by conveying demonstrations, 

lost something,” said Geremek, “* frustrations of workers and Tbe Ministry of Public Security 

leader of tbe Solidarity caucus in farmers eager for faster improve- ^ „,„„)£ would seek 

parliament, takin g the floor near nients in their nves. - 

the end of the day. At tbe start of the meeting, the 

Solidarity chairman summoned ... - . nnosil 

rabassy spokesman' said. 

!“£■ 2“ * ?* a ° Jcrp Taraw a: to the po dium to -iTvicwof the signs of repent- 
servants. There were citizens, explain hb complaints «g»™t . _ r frh. anH TiShu- 

Thcre were friends. ...what hap. Walesa. The t^eofWales^raifl *“* ** 

-"“a. to t^jespected who 

told Walesa he had no “^SL^SST^s^ SELES -SMS'S 
of SMoUdaritv Michnik b nT many I ab^ad for medical treatment in 

S* ° f T^ S^Se^ppor- »“ ° f •“*- 


have secured the town 220 
kilometres east of Colombo. 


have tbe upper hand, continuing down their arms. 


tooops and tanks into Tiananmen rained mortars and rockets on a them oxygen to breathe and re- 
Srniarp. fn aiKh Ktndent-led OTO- .... _■ - _ .. . * .. - - . .. 


vital airstrip near the fort. 

The Jaffna district, which is 


parliament, taking the floor near 
the end of die day. 


medical treatment abroad. 

“Mr. and Mrs. Fang are on their 
way to tbe U.K.,” a British 


stronghold. 


weeks of war. 


Soldiers in tbe east consoli- moving north,” he said. 


editor of Poland's largest daily 


paper. Gazeta Wyborcza, whose ten at the meeting was “excited, 
use of the Solidarity logo Walesa threatening, brutal,” Gazeta 


b disputing. 

“Nobody can take' away our 


Wyborcza said Monday. 
Turowkz, who said be bad not 


straggle, pot even you. Lech,” he planned to speak, defended 


Mazowiecki’s government. He 


The veteran Solidarity activists said the g over nm ent’s program- 
want the Citizens Committee, re- me of economic reforms “is tbe 


soldiers are Sinhalese. But Wi- 
j era toe said security forces have 
been instructed to prevent rcpris- 


fear tbe Communists or the centiy packed with new members only possible road now, although 
polite, I will not fear you, Mr. beholden to Walesa, to be dis- it’s difficult.” 


Japan to take more active role 
in new world order, Kaifu says 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan wfll take 
an' active role m the new world 
tWir.Tc rsrgzng after rise cofiapsa 

CoissBttaism and die unifica- 
tion of Europe, Prime Minister 
Tnahiiri Kaifu said Monday. . 

“From now on, Japan will go 
into the world, and if there is a 
request from the other side, we 
will have no hesitation in offer- 
ing opr cooperation,*’ Kaifu told 
a symposium on the role of Japan 
iq the new world. 

' Japan surpassed the United 
States and became the biggest 
donor of government aid to de- 
veloping nations in 1989, the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
said Monday in Paris. 

Japan, which has come under 
criticism for not spending enough 


of its wealth on foreign aid, gave strong, M said. But Japan should 
$9 billion last year, compared to work to strengthen the “weak 


37.7 trillion from the United 
States. 

“Democracy, freedom and a 
market economy must be the 
framework for any country 


link” between Japan and Europe, 
which becomes a single market in 
1992, he added. 

He noted that Japan has sent 
peace corps-style volunteers to 


Poll shows 
Soviet party 
authority 
falling 


line with Oiina s policy of lenien- Residents of the towo have said and-run jungle war. 

2 government soldiers ~ 

pated in the distnrbances, the ^ y,, moa ^ 

ministry said the town is Tamil and most of the 

Fang and hs wife have been m Sinhalese. Bot Wi- 

given lenient aeatment today and jeratne ^ ^ force3 taro 
have gone abroad. for medmal 
treatment, the ministry said, as r 

quoted by tbe official New China — 

The U.S. embassy refused all Kashmiris re 

comment. ' 

Tbe departure of Fang, a ctci1*VPn lYV ITI 
prominent astrophysicist, and hb 3 Wm- Y VtlA " J 

wife rescues a major diplomatic srjNAGAR, India (R) — Peo- 


would kill them beca u se most of to death five rebels durin g com- 
the town is Tamil and most of the Una operations in Potttrril town 

u: 1 TtfZ - ‘ . a 


Kashmir is reportedly 
starved by Indian troops 


stand-off between China and the 
United States that came after 
Pelting issued a warrant for the 
couple’s arrest in June last year. 
China has demanded since that 
Washington hand them over. 

Fang, 54, and hb wife, a lectur- 
er in astrophysics at prestigious 
Felting University, wrote recently 


to “the Chinese departments con- 
MOSCOW (R) — A poll con- corned” admitting they had 


offered assistance,” Kaifu told Asian countries including China, 
the conference, sponsored by the and said they also could be sent to 


Nihon Ketzai Stumbun, Japan’s Eastern Europe to teach 
foremost economic -newspaper.- Japanese-styte management. >■ 


Hie said Japan offer not Hie said Polish reform leader 


only economic aid to Aoan na- Lech Walesa has told him “be 
tions and the emerging democratic wants Poland to be a second 


market economies of Easton Japan — with peace, freedom 
Europe, but also technical assist- and abundant life in every house- 


ducted a week before a crucial 
Soviet Communist Party congress 
shows that its authority b con- 
tinuing to slide, the party daily 
Pravda said Monday. 

Wust 18 per cent of those polled 
were firmly convinced the party 
was the leading force in Soviet 


ance and “cultural, spiritual and hokL 


intellectual contacts.” 

In the bipolar system compris- 
ing Europe, Japan and the Un- 
ited States, U.S. -Japanese and 


ITTl.^.V.Trr society, the newspaper said. 
^abundattUemewcryhouse- | M <m fom hatf — 53p« cent — 

did not consider it the leading 


Tbe split between Communist 
and democratic systems may be 
harder to heal in Asia than in 


“This means tbe authority of 


U.S. -European relations are part to help, Kaifu said. 


Europe, but Japan should do its I the CPSU (Communist Party of the 


Anger, frustration, hope and 
unity mark AIDS conference 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — A 
helter-skelter of emotions rang- 
ing from hope and- frustration 
among delegates to anger among 
AIDS sufferers marked tbe end of 
the largest international confer- 
ence ever to tackle the deadly 
disease. 

As doctors and scientists 
ruefully admitted during the five- 
day meeting of world experts that 
kttie p rogre s s against acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS) had been made in the 
part year, AIDS activists pro- 
tested in* the streets and more 
than 300 were arrested. 

The sixth international confer- 
ence on AIDS ended on a note of 
hope and unity Sunday, however, 
despite a noisy demonstration by 
activists who drowned out U.S. 
Health Secretary Lotus Sullivan. 

' The activists, largely organised 
by a New York-based group, 
ACT UP -(AIDS Coafitaon to 
Unleash Power), made it dear 
their anger was aimed not at 


researchers, but at the U.S. gov- 
ernment and at pharmaceutical 


needs to be done.” 

Dr. Jacqueline Etemad, who 


companies for their failure to act works with AIDS-infected chil- 


Soviet Union) b continuing to 
fall,” Pravda said. 

Fifteen hundred Soviet citizens 
in 18 different regions of the 
country were polled during the 
founding congress last week in 
Moscow of the new Russian 
C ommun ist Party, Pravda said. 

The poll was conducted by the 
Centre of Sociological Research, 
an institute run by the party's 
policy-making Central Com- 
mittee. 


The Russian Communist Party, 


decisively against the deadly dis- dren in San Francisco and was 
=“=■ aJso prefont for the Sullivan pro- 

In a unique demonstration of ™st, satd: I feel scientists and Q^v-founded in the Russian 

unity Saturday some 6,000 doc- activists have so much work to do ^ bugest and most 

tore^activ^jomedhmdson theSovfet Union’s 

a mfiefong solidarity march. to *et the govern- ^ —rtb&x. b dominated by 

i-v * r**..: — „„ rtr ment to listen. 


15 repufatics. b dominated by 

I conservatives critical of the re- 
form policies of Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 


cfaers that while there b still no Its delegates wiU make up the 


cure, AIDS patients are having I majority at a cr ucial congress of 


a mile-long solidarity march. much effort to get the govexn- 
Confercnce Chairman Dr. “ DttoIist ' *“•" 

John Ziegler said: “We are mak- On tire tide of hope, rfgtgg 
ing progress (against AIDS) but heard from a number erf resear- 
thb (tiie solidarity march) has cbers that while there b still no 
been the real breakthrough.”' cure, AIDS patients are having 
Activist and AIDS sufferer their lives prolonged for more Soviet Communist Party 

Paui Manner agreed. “The doe- years, and the quziity of that life which opens on July 2. 
tors, the researchers, are finally is getting better. 

on our side. Now perhaps we can L . — 

make some real progress.” T ®y combining AZT, the only ff .ih^jWiati M 
„ J§ M ........ U.S. government-approved anti- ■rtK WH KC&m ■ w! 

Medina Bocoum, with the Mali AIDS drag, with other as-yet 
Ministry of Public Health and unapproved drags, doctors are BUCHANAN, Liberia (AP) — 
Social Affairs, said of tbe demon- ir«Mtpmg patients alive longer. Machine gun-toting guerrillas 
stretion against Sullivan: “ft was Because the unapproved drop patrol the streets of Liberia’s 
wooderfni. I t was e ncoura ging to appear to ameliorate tbe harsh second hugest city, confident that 
see a united effort on the part of tide-effects of A2T, patients are they can storm the capital and 
common people to deman d that suffering less than before, the itching for the ord e r to do so. 
the government recognises what researchers repented. They are biding their time. 


opposed tbe Communist Party's 
four cardinal principles, the 
nunistry said. These - are 
adherence to the soriaibt road, 
to tbe people’s de m oc ra tic dicta- 
torship, to the leadership of the 
Chinese Communist Party and to 
Manrism-Lemnism and Mao Tse- 
tung thought. 

The couple said m their letter 
they had therefore violated Cfn- 
na’s constit u tion, the ministry 
said. 

“They expressed the hope to 
get permission to go abroad for 
medical treatment as they are 31. . 
They have said they wfll not 
engage in activities directed 
against China after they leave the 
country,” it said. 

Arrest warrants were issued for 
both Fang and hb wife last June 
and they were accused of “crimes 
of counter-revolutionary prop- 
aganda and instigation,” offences 
that in Communist China are 
tantamount to treason.. 

Fang played no public role in 
the 1989 student campaign for 
political reform, but the lead- 
ership dearly saw him as a major 
inspiration behind what they have 
since officially termed a counter- 
revolutionary rebellion. 

Fang decided to seek refuge in 
the U.S. embassy after orches- 
trated pro-government demon- 
strators burned him in effigy, 
blaming him for a string of evils 
including rising prices. 


pie in the Kashmir Valley are 
living in a virtual prison, starved 
of food and medicine and brutal- 
ised by Indian security fences, 
doctors and human-rights advo- 
cates said Monday. * . 

“Life for Kashmiris now b tike 
that of prisoners,” said former 
Chief Justice Mufti Bahauddm 
Farooqi in an interview at hb 
home. 

The quietly spoken Farooqi, 
62, b chairman erf the Jammu and 
Kashmir People's Basic Rights 
Protection Committee. 

Hb gr o up filed 40 charges last 
week in the state high court, 
formerly headed by Farooqi, 
alleging a “reign of tenor” by 
Indian security forces, mass kill- 
ings, rape, illegal arrest, torture 
of detainees and thefts during 
house-to-house searches. 

Tbe group says curfews and 
“indiscriminate firings have 


brought business to a grinding groom seriously injured, while 


halt., in a deliberate economic 
stranglehoki.by the government.” 
More than 700 people have 
been killed since a nufitant cam- 
paign for an independent Kash- 
mir bust into open revolt on Jan. 


the patrol abducted the bride and 
a bridesmaid and raped them 
repeatedly before freeing them 
two days later. 

The petition also alleges Indian 
sokfiers rounded up youths in 


20 in India', only Muslim-major- Kupwra. near the bender with 


ity state. 

India has vowed to crush the 
militants, whom it says are armed 
and trained by neighbouring 
Pakistan. Pakistan denies tbe 
charges. 

The state g ov er nm ent bad no 


Pakistan, and tortured them with 
branding irons and electric shocks 
to tbe genitals. 

Workers cannot go to their 
jobs and parents do not send their 
chfldren to school for fear they 


wfll be picked up by the security 
unmedute reaction to the : hu- foroes it Mys . 


allegations but Oov- Ban i Ba „ rare , yopmJ1Ildl:rai 


enl0r ^ 2 * Cna, _ *? r then sometimes refuse withdraw 

a mondi, has promised to rein in ^ pleatfn* shortage of cash. 


security forces, saying: "Our in- India is 


tention is that no innocent person ^ most barbarous 

is hurt or harassed.” 


methods of suppression,” said 


■ Pam of Srinagar summer AbduI Ahid a „ 

at Srinagar's insfitore of 


of the anti-India revolt, look like Mcdkal sciemwT 


war zones. 


By combining AZT. the only V {laAmsm 
U.S. government-approved anti- KilWl Iflll awB 
AIDS drug, with other as-yet 

unapproved drags, doctors are BUCHANAN, Liberia (AP) — 


Liberian rebels eager to attack Monrovia 


keeping patients alive longer. Machine gun-toting guerrillas 


Because the u nap proved drugs patrol tbe streets of Liberia’s 
appear to ameliorate tbe harsh second largest city, confident that 


common people to demand that 
the government recognises what 


Quebec expresses bitterness 
over defeat of key accord 


MONTREAL (AP) — Quebec 
residents turned a holiday into, a 
display of defiance and bitterness 
over the failure of an accord 
recognising the French-speaking 
province's unique heritage. 

A deadline expired Saturday 
for ratification of the Meech Lake 
Accord, which would have recog- 
nised Quebec as a “distinct socie- 
ty” within the English-speaking 
Canadian Federation. 

Premier Clyde Wefls of pre- 
dominantly English-speaking 
Newfoundland suspended debate 
ob the amendment in hb legisla- 
ture Friday, denying the required 
'unanimous ratification by all 10 
Canadian provinces. 

In Quebec, the failure of the 
accord stirred bitterness toward 
English Canada on St. John the 
Baptist Day, a normally festive 
holiday in Quebec. 

“Tbere are a lot of people for 
whom today is a day of mourn- 
ing,”, said Michel Rivard, a 


Queb ec singer who was to have nriUkra people, 
performed* at a gala holiday con- On Sunday, blne-and-white 
cert. 


Quebec flags appeared on balco- 


Tbe concert and a parade were nies, cars flew enormous Quebec 
postponed by rain until Monday, flags and nationalist T-shirts sold 


delaying at least temporarily a 
possible mass outpouring over 


briskly. 

Provincial newspapers discus- 


failure of the accord. Several se0 Quebec Premier Robert 
hundred thousand people had Bourassa’s comments that he 


been expected to attend. would boycott future constitu-. 

There have been concerns that bonal talks as the province de- 
the fafinre of Meech Lake might tides on a new course for the 
ad to a renewed push by whnre. 

sebec residents for independ- But the newspapers expressed 
«. opinion that than would be no 


lead to a renewed push tty 
Quebec residents for independ- 
ence. 


They are biding their time, 
eager to attack Monrovia and kill 
or oast their sworn enemy. Presi- 
dent Samuel Doe. 

Buchanan, a part city and tbe 
country's industrial centre, has 
ground to a standstill. Trains that 
cany iron ore, timber and rubber 
here stand idle, and ships no 
longer call. 

It is a city of rusting sheet- 
metal shanties and homes burned 
by government soldiers when 
they were chased oat by rebels of 
the National Patriotic Front. 

Stores are qo longer open. 
Gasoline stocks are nearly de- 
pleted. 

At the last station with any 
gasoline, rebels pass the day 
dropping empty soda bottles into 
the tanks to slowly fish out tbe 
remaining fueL • 

The rebels, led by former Doe 
aide Charles Taylor, invaded 


Monrovia and their leaders say 
they are poised to storm tbe city 
m]i«y Doe steps down. 

Moses Blah, leading a rebel they can capture or steal, have Such belligerence has left resi- 
patrol in the Fires t one plantation, come to represent tbe civil war. dents edgy. “I’m afraid to go 
repeated Taylor’s claim that the Buchanan residents recal] re- out,” said a 26-year-old Liberian 
rebels can fake Monrovia in 12 " bels firing on Liberian army post- woman who lives just outside 
hoars. tions while other rebels beside Buchanan. “Anytime someone 


Indifference to death and the being identified. “They didn’t 
ragtag rebel force, who arm and find any, so they took $2,000 

j*.i a. -1 ■ . i. 


dothe themselves with anything instead.’ 


Snch belligerence has left resi- 
dents edgy. Tm afraid to go 


“We are trained in guerrilla 
fighting and commando naval 
fi ghting , and city fi ghting ,” he 
said. “Wc can even fight in the 
city of New York.” 

“They shoot and ran. When 
they are shooting they are not 
aiming at us. They are shooting in 
the air,” Blah said. 


tions while other rebels beside Buchanan. “Anytime someone 
them were trying on pants looted just says, ‘hey,’ my heart jumps.” 


from local residences. 


Selma Kilby, 28, a secretary 


On one patrol through Fires- until the fighting latt m on th, is 
tone plantation last week, two worried about dwindling sup- 


truckloads of rebels broke into a plies. “We have no food, we have 
Danish executive’s boose and no soap to wash with, we have no 


made off with a Toyota Corrofla, medication,” she said, sitting on a 
television set and electric fan, and porch. “We are just almost out of 


A guerrilla who calls himself one of tbe trade's antennas. 
’Rebel 60” was also confident. Most of the rebels wear rage 


stuck a Danish flag they found on everything.” 

one of tbe trade's antennas. While government soldiers 


“If he deddes to stay, we will 
fight, and we know who will die 
and who will live,” said “Rebel 
60” who wore grenades, bullets 
and a headband of cowrie shells. 

He patrolled Buchanan’s 
streets with four other rebels and 
two goats in the back of bis 
pickup The skull of a g ov ernm ent 
soldier is tied to the front of the 
commandeered truck. 

Amos Kanga, 27, sang to him- 


Most of the rebels wear ragged, have been charged with atrocities, 
filthy clothes. Some sport col- -the rebel have been accused of 


oured ski goggles, stereo head- random Violence as.wdl. 
phones connected to nothing, Johnny Konoh, 28, a hospital 


bright orange life vests, garish orderly, says he was shot by a 
women’s wigs and dresses, and rebel on June 1. He said there 


even rubber halloween fright was no provocation and he was 


masks. 


wearing his Moe-and-white mfl- 


A1 though unruly, tbe Patriotic form with a red cross-on its cbest. 
Front soldiers appear far less ■ ■ The rebels - heist on calling 


brutal than the government themselves freedom fighters. 


troops, who residents say shot 
first and asked questions later.- 


“I want for my country to be 
free and for our QC (Comman- 


the accord would have given 

Quebec extra powers. But consti- 
tutional experts said rhe ‘’distinct 
society” clause would have had 
few practical efiecis. 


But the clause had strong sym- 
bolic significance in Quebec — 
Canada’s largest province, with 
one-fourth of tbe country’s 26 


sovereignty-association relationship 
with tbe rest of Cancda as hnd 
been proposed before. i 

“‘”c won’t be in - hart;.'." I 

said Pau:-.-indre Comeau, editor 
of. the Montreal newspaper Le 
Devoir. “Everybody mil go on 
summer vacation, then well 
make iqs our minds." 


Liberia on Dec. 24 and readied self as he carried another skull One foreigner who stayed in der-in-Chief Taylor), to rule 

n ■ 1 1 in I . 1 11. D 1 . riu T -»■ - n T n-1 


Buchanan on May 19. 


After a week of henvy checkpoint outside Buchanan, 

and scores of deaths, they - -on He had hidden a soi-Jie/'s severed 


down a dirt road toward a rebel' Buchanan through tire siege told Liberia,” said Lcaman Bishop, 


eo.-iirOi of city 145 kflometrer 
southeast of the capital of Monro- 


head ;n ihe jungL- three v-vks 

earlier so the flesh would rot and 


of government troops shooting 19, as she stood guard duty with 
out v.inrijwsand blasted through an AK-47 rifie outside the Bncha- 


via — a crucial victory in their was taking the souvenir back to had taken refuge. 


:he door of his house, where nan supermarket. “I wiU fight 
about 30 of his firms' employees until victory is ours.” 


drive to oust Doe. 

Patriotic Front forces now ex- 


decorate Us guard post. 

“It will be shining, come hark 


She says die wants to be a 


tend to within 24 Ulometres of and see,” he said wtth a grin. 


“They burst in and demanded doctor so she can cure diseases 
if we were harbouring rebels,” adding, “Samuel Doe is a 
said the foreigner, who feared we must eradicate.” . , 



Masked men steal 
$4iri from Italian 
depot 


Deputy Defence Minister Ran- died ended- a tenuous 13-month I 
jan Wi jeratne told reporters the ceasefire between foe govern- 
troops “inched their way into ment and the separatist Libera- 


Batticaloa this mannag,** a week ti on T igers of Tamil Eelam 
after the government claimed to (LTTE) militia. . . 


Wijeratne said the government 
has not tried to resume mediation 


In the northern Jaflha district, with the Tigers, but would open 
meanwhile, rebels appeared to . negotiations if the rebels laid 


a 13-day-old siege cm the Jaffna “if we make efforts to talk, it 


Fort which houses a strategic would b^rcad as a sign of weak- 
military garrison. They also ness. Abo we do not want fo give 


group,” tile minister ssud.- 
He claimed the government 


ALESSANDRIA, 

Five masked gunmen broke mtqa. 
railway postal depot a^ got ^way 
with five bflHon lire <*4 imHjon)^ 
in cash,, cheques. and vata^les 
after tying op. four night wotkeri, r 
I talian police said Monday. The : 
.cheques, valued at about four-; 
trillion Kre (S325 million), were 
worthless sauce they were Mocke d 
as soon as the alarm was nnsedL;- 
Tbe thieves entered the de pot m r 
this northwest Italian town ratty. 
Sunday morning. 7- r y 


mostly Tamil, is the uuKtanfs forces were in control erf Trinco- 


malee and Mannar towns, in the 


The government reported kill- east -and most of the northern 
ing seven, more rebds. So far, Vavuniya district 


King Arthur’s 
burial place fount! 


more than 1,430 combatants and ■ “Oure troops are moving for- 


many civilians have died in two ward swiftly and the Hger cadres 


are withdrawing to the jimgls or 


dated their positions in the out- The Tamil Tigers w i t h drew 


skirts of Batticaloa. where ten- from Batticaloa last week, but 
sions sparked the renewal of military officials said the .retreat 


fighting June 11, military officials was a tactical move and the guer- 


rillas were preparing for a hit- 


tbey fear government soldiers On Monday, commandos shot 


in the eastern .Ampara district, 
225. kilometres, east of Colombo, 
the officials said. 


LONDON (R) An Am&fam i ' 
historian has discovered. the 
"rial piece* of Britain’s ■ legendary ; 
King Arthur near the Scottish ^ 
bbr^r/ a leadmg authority' on"- 
royal: lineage said Monday^: 
-Burke’s. Peerage, said Professor 
Norma Gobdrieh, an exp^ CRt- 
Arthuriahlegend^- believes - 
was buried; in .the - parish 
Arthuref in northern Eogfand; 
not in 'Walbs :ak , -preyioii^ 7 
thought Tt quoted Goodrich ar : 

- 'saying that' tire - area , once'be- 
longed tp : Scotland and iS- near 
Chmtaglahat, ' where Arthqf is " 
said to.have fought his Last batf&L 
“The vefl of mystery on Aritte- 
rianlegendis atlast slowly-hemg 
lifted. The <fi«x>Wy of t!rc burial . 
place of Britain^ most 
monarch- wM~defihftely rinfafteta 


Steri-helmeted soldiers, stand- 
ing 10 metres apart with rifles at 
tire ready, stop all vehicles, and 
pedestrians in the city's old quar- 
ter while armoured vehicles 
cruise through die crowded lanes. 

Soldiers, crouched in sandbag- 
ged bunkers, level machine gims 
at entrances to tbe twisting lanes 
from where miiitanr« have laun- 
ched many hit nm 'attacks. 

“If somebody falls ffl.behas to 
die in his house,”, said Sheffi 
Mohammad, a shopkeeper in the 
old city. “We amply cannot get 
medicine. We stay hungry during , 
curfew.” ’ • I 

One- charge filed by Farooiqi’s , 
group, citing local police reports, 
alleges that' a border security 
force patrol fired on a bus car- 
rying a wedding party in Badaf- 
ghan, a valley town 55 kilometres 
north of Srinagar, last month. 

The petition to the court says 
one person was shot dead and the 


books of this island,” raid Har tSIri: V 
Brooks-Baker, publisher 1'cff 
Barite’s. Peetag^Schtflarshave 
worked for ceaturies to upcover ; 
the -truth about King Arthur ^and 
his knights of foe round table who ' 
appem- Vin^a series of nredicVat =; 
1 romances setinthesixth century. 
BrooJcs-Baker believes the legend . 
is hdt .pmie myth and titot a - 
monarebbearmgadose restmibl-- 
jutee" id I King Axtiiur existed. 
Goodrich, 'a fellow at Colombia 
Universaty m New York, traced ‘ 
King Arthuar’s court of Canhddt - 
■ to; ^rninsofaScotfisbCMtte 
two, years ago. Burke’s Peerage 
' said' Goodrich’s research', famed v 
on informatkm correlated by the 
kte Professor N. Chadwick of the • 
University of Walcs, showed tbq r 
the name Arthuret meant' 

: “Arthur’s head.” 


France to ban 
smoking on 



Mc woh food and water^h 





